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To say things have not turned out quite as I’d thought it would this year, is somewhat of an understatement. I

hope everyone is staying safe as I’ve already had the very sad news that one regular participant and friend

who has been on many day trips over the years tragically passed away in Blackpool Victoria Hospital in late

March. He’ll be greatly missed by everyone who knew him.

 Everything is still very uncertain at the moment and it appears that all the trips during the spring and

summer months are going to have to be cancelled due to the Covid-19. I know everyone is probably worried

and perhaps fed up with it already but the restrictions in place are now unavoidable and it looks like we’re in it

for the long haul. I was lucky to get away in late February / early March to north-east Spain with John Bowler

(the RSPB warden from Tiree) on a week-long trip. We flew into Barcelona before heading for the foothills of

the Pyrenees; the Zaragoza plains and then the Ebro Delta. The scenery was varied and at times stunning

like the towering

cliffs here at

Riglos. The birding

was also excellent

and our trip

coincided with the

migration of

thousands of

Common Cranes.

The sight and sounds of migrating cranes became the evocative backdrop for the week. In total we saw

somewhere in the region of 150 - 160 species including classics such as Wallcreeper, Lammergeier, Dupont’s
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You can find more detail of latest sightings here: Latest Outer Hebrides bird and wildlife sightings. There is
also a link to an archive of bird and wildlife sightings for the last few years which can provide a taster of what’s

possible at different times of year.

You can also find insights into Western Isles Wildlife or contact us through various social media and travel
websites: Facebook, Twitter, Trip Advisor

https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/latest_sightings_outer_hebrides_birds.html
https://www.facebook.com/Western-Isles-Wildlife-1426582120890725/
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Lark, Pin-tailed Sandgrouse, Little Bustard, Great Bustard and thousands of flamingos and migrating birds in

the Ebro. I’m hoping to run a trip here at the same time in 2021 although whether travel has returned to what it

was before the virus outbreak remains to be seen. I’m living in hope at the moment that at least some things

will have opened in the autumn and for those looking to get away somewhere within the UK that we’ll at least

be able to travel beyond our local area.

We are offering a couple of tours in the autumn including one in mid-September which is almost full whilst

there’s also a new one concentrating on birding in the islands in October.

The autumn is actually some of the most exciting times to be birding in the Outer Hebrides when virtually

anything could happen with birds appearing from different parts of the northern Hemisphere and rarities often

feature. It’s the shear volume of birds though that really makes it so exciting with loads of waders gathering on

the machair and shore in September being replaced by geese and ducks as we head into October and

November. The sight and sound of wild geese and swans making their way south form their Arctic breeding

grounds in late autumn is very evocative and the islands lie on a major migration route. Greenland Barnacle

Geese and White-fronted Geese concentrate their flight paths through Uist and Barra whilst pale-bellied Brent

Geese pass in large numbers as they make their way to the major wintering grounds in Ireland. Icelandic Pink-

footed Geese also pile through and the sound of herds of Whooper Swans passing over is certainly one of the

highlights for me. We also offer a tour to Islay in early November which is a great way to spend the last days of

autumn and see where some of the geese and swans will be spending the winter.



Spring Newsletter 2020

Back in the present we’re still in lockdown in the Outer Hebrides and although we don’t have the crowds you’d

find in towns and cities whilst out exercising you’re still to remain local when out and about here. I wasn’t sure

really how far local was but assumed if I could cycle there and back then that was local. That was great and

with all the good weather that we experienced for an extended time in April and early May I covered over 600

miles. It also produced a couple of nice birds including a young Ring-billed Gull at Nunton and a Little Gull in

Stinky Bay, Benbecula. More recently a trip out around the west side of North Uist produced my first Ruff of

the year which was this

splendid male near Loch

Sandary.  I’ve also, like

many who are fortunate

enough to have a garden

spent much more time than

normal looking for new

birds. The list has been

stuck at 129 for ages but

with a Little Egret and 2

Little Gulls in addition since

late March the impasse has

finally been lifted. OK they

weren’t actually in the

garden but spotted from it

and as I can see across the

North Ford to Benbecula

from the back door I can

pick up a few things with a

scope that I might not normally see! The best bird by far though was a superb Waxwing that dropped in briefly

on 4th May. I’ve been hoping to get one every autumn that we’ve been in Carinish and the last was on 2nd

November 2011 so I was somewhat delighted to see this one (photographed above). I’d just popped back

home for a cuppa after planting some of the last of the 1200 trees and shrubs on our croft at Claddach

Baleshare when this beauty hopped up onto the Rosa rugosa. Just goes to show, you never know what might

happen.
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Western Isles Wildlife are the only wildlife / birding tour company based in the Outer Hebrides and have been
leading trips since 2007.

For more information on the tours / trip reports and an archive of sightings from Outer Hebrides please visit
the website: www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk

Booking: If you have any enquires or would like to book a tour please contact Steve on:
01876 580619 / 07867 555971 Email: steveduffield70@gmail.com

New Autumn in the Outer Hebrides 17th - 23rd October: Birding in the Outer
Hebrides at this time of year is some of the best in the UK. You can expect to see
an excellent variety of birds with late autumn waders hanging on and winter
wildfowl piling through. There should also be a nice variety of smaller birds too
which often include species from the Far East as well as from the other side of the
Atlantic. This new trip is based in Uist although we’ll make a day trip to Barra and
another to Harris which will give us plenty of time to explore both islands as well as
the opportunity to see 3 species of diver and various sea ducks up close.

Islay 7th- 12th November This cracking wee island comes into its own in late autumn
and winter when huge numbers of Greenland Barnacle Geese and White-fronted
Geese visit, creating an unforgettable spectacle. Combined with the opportunity to
see both species of eagle, Hen Harrier and Scotland’s last Choughs; a trip to the
Inner Hebrides is a great way to see the winter in. Four full days allows us to
explore the whole island, from the Oa reserve in the far south to the comfort of
Loch Gruinart in the north and enjoy everything Islay has to offer.
Cost: £850 pp when sharing

Uist and Barra Autumn Migration 14th - 20th September For some reason autumn
trips to the Outer Hebrides are not very popular and yet the quality of the birding is
quite amazing. In 2019 we managed to catch up with a Western Bonelli’s Warbler
on Barra, Buff-breasted Sandpipers, Semipalmated Sandpiper and Leach’s Petrel
whilst also finding an American Golden Plover and juvenile Sabine’s Gull. Combine
this with lots of raptors, Short-eared Owl and otter sightings on 3 dates I always
wonder why more people don’t come in the autumn.
If you fancy an autumn trip just drop me a line: steveduffield70@gmail.com

April 2020 Newsletter

Spring 2020 Newsletter

http://www.western-isles-wildlife.com/
http://www.western-isles-wildlife.com/
mailto:steveduffield70@gmail.com
mailto:steveduffield70@gmail.com
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/autumn_birding_outer_hebrides_2020.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/islay_bird_tour.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/islay_bird_tour.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/islay_bird_tour.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/islay_bird_tour.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/islay_bird_tour.html
https://western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/islay_bird_tour.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/uist_and_barra_autumn_migration_tour.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/uist_and_barra_autumn_migration_tour.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/uist_and_barra_autumn_migration_tour.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/uist_and_barra_autumn_migration_tour.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/uist_and_barra_autumn_migration_tour.html
mailto:steveduffield70@gmail.com


Summer Newsletter 2019
Tel: (123) 456 7890
www.company.com

W e s t e r n  I s l e s  W i l d l i f e
N e w s l e t t e r

Summer 2018Winter Newsletter 2020Spring 2020 Newsletter

Extremadura 17th - 23rd April: An enduring favourite destination amongst birders from
Europe this region boasts a superb variety of birds. It holds 50% of European Black
Vultures alone as well as being important for the endemic Spanish Imperial Eagle and
threatened steppe birds such as Little Bustard, Great Bustard and Lesser Kestrel.
Everywhere you go you see large numbers of birds and a trip in mid-April provides
the chance to see an excellent variety including Great Spotted Cuckoo, Azure-winged
Magpie, Roller, Black Stork, Squacco Heron, Purple Swamphen, Black-winged Kite
and many more.

Cyprus 27th March - 3rd April: Although the first of the migrant birds will be just arriving
on the southern shores of the UK, migration is in full swing on this Mediterranean
island. There is a large turn-over of birds and you never quite know what you’ll see
next although you can guarantee huge numbers of Yellow Wagtails of a variety of
races littering the fields and green areas. Warblers and flycatchers can be found
almost anywhere although the archaeological site on Paphos Headland is a big draw
for many species and the place can be alive with birds. Early spring is a brilliant time
to visit Cyprus as the climate is comfortable and the island full of birds.

New North-east Spain 25th February - 4th March: This varied trip takes us from the
foothills of the Pyrenees to the vast plains south of Zaragoza and the Ebro delta. It’s
not just the scenery that is stunning but also the bird life which includes an excellent
variety of species. Wallcreeper and Lammergeier are the main targets in the
mountains whilst Dupont’s Lark, bustards and sandgrouse are our main focus in the
plains. The Ebro delta will be alive with avian activity with masses of waders, ibis,
flamingos and migrant pipits, wagtails and Bluethroats. This is also peak time for
Crane migration and we should encounter flocks passing throughout the week.

Western Isles Wildlife are the only wildlife / birding tour company based in the Outer Hebrides and have been
leading trips since 2007.

For more information on the tours / trip reports and an archive of sightings from Outer Hebrides please visit
the website: www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk

Booking: If you have any enquires or would like to book a tour please contact Steve on:
01876 580619 / 07867 555971 Email: steveduffield70@gmail.com
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Corncrake and Skuas 10th - 16th May: Mid-May is an excellent time to visit Uist as
it’s peak time for skua passage. When conditions are right Long-tailed Skuas and
Pomarine Skuas can be seen passing close inshore and even overhead. The shore
and machair are also alive with waders in summer plumage that stop over to refuel
before continuing on to the Arctic. There’s also a good chance of catching up with
Dotterel whilst regulars such as Golden Eagle, White-tailed Eagle and Hen Harrier
are all a regular sight. It’s also an excellent time to catch up with Corncrakes that
have freshly returned from their African wintering grounds.

Corncrake and Phalaropes 18th - 23rd May: An every popular trip catching up with
two of the most sort after species although there’s much more to it than that. Good
numbers of waders are still on the move, raptors are a common sight and Short-
eared Owls are often seen during the day. There’s often something unusual
amongst the bird life at this time of year and if the winds are from the right direction
there’s always chance of seeing passage skuas. Hen Harriers are relatively
common and we’re sure to see both Golden and White-tailed Eagle as well as all
three regular diver species.

Shetland 5th - 12th June: The breeding season is in full swing at this time of year
and the seabird cliffs are bustling with life. Thousands of Gannets are found on
Noss where we’ll take a boat trip around the base of the cliffs to get up close to
them. We’ll also venture across be sea to the impressive Mousa Broch in the late
evening to marvel at the Storm Petrels that nest there. On this tour we explore from
the southern tip of Mainland to the very top of Unst. We also visit Fetlar in search
of Red-necked Phalarope and breeding Whimbrel. We have a very good chance of
seeing otters and there’s always the outside possibility of seeing Orcas.

For the latest on tour availability please check out the Tour page on the website or contact
Steve on 01876 580619 / 07867 555971

Booking: If you have any enquires or would like to book a tour please contact Steve on:
01876 580619 / 07867 555971 Email: steveduffield70@gmail.com

mailto:https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/corncrake_skuas_tour_2021.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/corncrake_skuas_tour_2021.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/corncrake_skuas_tour_2021.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/corncrake_skuas_tour_2021.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/corncrake_skuas_tour_2021.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/corncrake_skuas_tour_2021.html
mailto:steveduffield70@gmail.com
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/corncrake_phalaropes_tour_2021.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/corncrake_phalaropes_tour_2021.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/corncrake_phalaropes_tour_2021.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/corncrake_phalaropes_tour_2021.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/corncrake_phalaropes_tour_2021.html
mailto:steveduffield70@gmail.com
mailto:steveduffield70@gmail.com
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/shetland_tour.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/shetland_tour.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/shetland_tour.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/shetland_tour.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/shetland_tour.html
mailto:steveduffield70@gmail.com
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/tour_calendar.html
https://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/tour_calendar.html
mailto:steveduffield70@gmail.com
mailto:steveduffield70@gmail.com


Tel: (123) 456 7890
www.company.comSpring 2020 Newsletter

Midsummer / Mingulay Tour 19th - 24th June: A trip to Mingulay is a must for many
and an unforgettable experience with its towering westerly cliffs, abandoned
village on the east side and crowds of breeding seabirds. It’s certainly the highlight
of the week although there’s much more on offer too with good numbers of Short-
eared Owls busy feeding young; breeding Red-throated and Black-throated
Divers; Hen Harriers and both Golden and White-tailed Eagle. We often bump into
the odd Corncrake during this week and there’s a great variety of flowering plants
on show as well as some impressive insects of the non-biting kind.

New Seabirds and Cetaceans 27th June - 4th July: Based in Harris for the first half
of the tour we’ll explore the beaches, hills and valleys of this very scenic island as
well as taking a trip out to the Shiants. Leaving from Tarbet we head out into the
Minch where we’ll get up close to the masses of seabirds that make this small
group of islands their home during the breeding season. Heading north we cross
the border to Lewis where we’ll search for the resident Risso’s Dolphins as well as
other marine wildlife that we’ll try to spot from both sea and land. We’ll also visit
the Callanish Stones and search out eagles and divers on the extensive moors.

New Machair in Bloom 17th - 22nd July: This is the only tour available to look at
the floral diversity of the Outer Hebrides. Based in Uist we explore the machair at
the height of the flowering period as well as visiting both Barra and Harris. Every
machair system is different with different species of plants dominating whilst the
adjacent moorland holds specialised species such as sundews and butterworts.
We’ll also seek out some of the rarer species too such as the diminutive Bog
Orchid, Irish Lady’s Tresses and Thyme Broomrape. It’s an excellent chance to
see the machair at its best and learn more about the botany of the islands.

Western Isles Wildlife are the only wildlife / birding tour company based in the Outer Hebrides and
have been leading trips since 2007.

For more information on the tours / trip reports and an archive of sightings from Outer Hebrides
please visit the website: www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk

Booking: If you have any enquires or would like to book a tour please contact Steve on:
01876 580619 / 07867 555971 Email: steveduffield70@gmail.com
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