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I love autumn although it often seems to whiz past (as much of the year does now) all too quickly and this

year has been no exception time wise although what was great in 2019 was the new Autumn Migration in Uist

and Barra had a couple of participants and despite a rather wet and windy start we had some excellent birds

including a couple of American Golden Plovers, 3 Buff-breasted Sandpipers, a close Leach’s Petrel and a

juvenile Sabine’s Gull feeding in Stinky Bay. We also had our rarest bird - a Western Bonelli’s Warbler on

Barra which is destined to become the first record for the Outer Hebrides.

The rest of the autumn on this rarity magnet of an island was relatively quiet although there were some good

numbers of commoner migrants, including Yellow-browed Warblers which kept the visitors and local birders

entertained. The real surprises were found on North Uist with a Whiskered Tern spending a couple of days on

Baleshare; a Myrtle Warbler also seen over a couple of days at Callernish House in October and a brief

Laughing Gull that almost landed on the car at one point before disappearing to the north, never to be seen

again. The other main news of the autumn as the record number of White-rumped Sandpipers in the islands

with at least 13 in South Uist alone on 20th October alone.

Winter 2017 / 2018

● Visit Barra for the day
● Masses of waders at peak

passage time
● Good numbers of birds of prey
● Excellent value
● Easy pace

If you’d like to participate in the Uist

and Barra Autumn Migration in

2020 the dates are from 13th - 19th

September.

More details are on the website:

www.western-isles-wildlife.com
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The autumn started well with our inaugural trip in early September to Andalucia (2020 dates here). I was

looking forward to this week after my first visit to this region in autumn last year and it didn’t disappoint. There

was plenty of migrant raptors including some stunning close up Honey Buzzards as well as Booted Eagle,

Short-toed Eagle, Egyptian Vultures and Montagu’s Harrier amongst many others; and rare resident species

such as Black-winged Kite and Spanish Imperial Eagle, which is one of the rarest raptors in the World. There

was also a good selection of waders and water birds including White-headed Duck, Red-knobbed Coot, Purple

Swamphen and Caspian Tern. Local specialities included White-rumped Swift, Little Swift and stunning views

of roosting Red-necked Nightjar at a regular site. There were also masses of migratory Bee-eaters creating an

almost constant backdrop and a nice selection of warblers, chats and flycatchers. A trip onto the Straits of

Gibraltar normally produces close up sightings of dolphins and pilot whales as well as various seabirds

including Balearic, Cory’s and the recently split Scopoli’s Shearwater. Aside from the birds there are also some

superb butterflies and dragonflies to keep you occupied making this a diverse and exciting trip to this southern

part of Spain.

ISLAY 7th - 12th November 2020
Come and relax on a superb, value

trip to the Inner Hebrides.

Pick up in Glasgow.

More details are on the website:

www.western-isles-wildlife.com

● Spectacular numbers of geese
and other wildfowl

● The last of the Scottish Chough
● Good numbers of birds of prey
● Otters
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Corncrake and Skuas, 10th - 16th May. This is an excellent time of year to catch up
with a good passage of both Pomarine and Long-tailed Skuas. Although the best
events are weather dependent there’s barely a year goes by when we don’t see
them during this week. It’s also an excellent time to get good views of Corncrake
as well as there being a very good chance of catching up with some migrant
Dotterel which are seen each year.

Autumn Newsletter 2020

● Chance to compare moorland and machair flowering plants
● Masses of orchids
● Introduction to specialisations of certain flowering plants
● Full species list with identification features for similar species
● Easy pace plenty of chance for photography
● £20 per person per day

3 Day Course on Flowering Plants 8th - 10th July

Corncrake and Phalaropes 2020 has a couple of places left this year and is
running from 23rd - 28th May; a classic time to catch up with Corncrakes with the
breeding season in full swing. The Red-necked Phalaropes will be back with peak
numbers present at this time of year. This is also an excellent trip for photography
with chance to get up close to White-tailed Eagle, Red-throated Diver and Black-
throated Diver. Just a couple of places left

The Shetland Tour will run from 6th - 13th June which coincides with one of the
best times to enjoy seabirds, including the Mousa Storm Petrels and of course
the charismatic Puffins. We’ll take a couple of short boat trips including one
around the towering cliffs of Noss and its huge colony of Gannets. There’s also
the chance of catching up with some late migrants and of course otters as well as
if we’re really lucky Orcas.

Midsummer / Mingulay Tour is a summer favourite where we look at the rich
diversity of wildlife to be found in the southern Outer Hebrides including a day trip
to see the seabirds on the stunning island of Mingulay. This trip takes you across
7 of the islands and we’ll explore the best of the wildlife each has to offer at this
time of year. There’s just 3 places left

http://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/corncrake_skuas_tour.html
http://www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk/Templates/corncrake_skuas_tour.html
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Cyprus 28th March - 4th April: This week long trip is based
at Mandria from where we’ll take day trips in search of birds
and other wildlife. Timed to occur during some of the
spring’s peak migration we should encounter an excellent
array of eastern Mediterranean species as well as all 3
Cyprus endemics. You can expect around 130 - 140
species including Pallid Harrier, Spur-winged Plover,
Cyprus Scops Owl, Cyprus Warbler, Ruppell’s Warbler,
Collared Flycatcher, Masked Shrike, Cretzchmar’s Bunting
amongst many others. You can guarantee good numbers of
migrant birds with the prospect that almost anything could
turn up during a week in Cyprus at this time of year.

Western Isles Wildlife are the only wildlife / birding tour company based in the Outer Hebrides and have been
leading trips since 2007.

For more information on the tours / trip reports and archive of sightings from Outer Hebrides please visit the
website: www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk

Booking: If you have any enquires or would like to book a tour please contact Steve on:
01876 580619 / 07867 555971 Email: steveduffield70@gmail.com

The Seabirds and CetaceanTour 27th June - 4th July: This
7 day trip is based in the northern islands in the main chain
making up the Outer Hebrides and we’ll spend 3 days in
Harris where we will visit the Shiants before moving up to
Lewis where we’ll spend time searching for whales and
dolphins from both the land and at sea on a short boat trip.
Risso’s Dolphin are resident off Lewis whilst many other
species are possible with some luck including Minke Whale
and even Orca. Seabirds include Puffins, Razorbills, Black
Guillemots, Guillemots, Manx Shearwater and many more.
We’ll also encounter lots of raptors and divers too.
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