Western Isles Wildlife
Winter Newsletter 2019 / 20

D:\\Pictures\2018-01-11\snow_buntings_aa.jpg

Western sles Wildlife
Newsletter

Summer Newsletter 2019
Winter 2017 / 2018

Winter Newsletter 2020
Spring 2018

Winter can be a great time of year and November and December had some lovely, bright days although that’s
all a thing of the past and most days since Christmas have been pretty atrocious with gale force winds, plenty
of cloud and our fair share of the wet stuff. As I’m writing this the forecast for the next week or so involves a
good few days with winds in excess of 60 mph interspersed with gales and rain. I shall revert back then to
happier times, when I was able to stand up straight and not appear like I’m wrestling a Highland cow when I’m
actually trying to open the car door! November was in fact an excellent month bird wise with a couple of
Cackling Geese and a Todd’s Canada Goose to be found in amongst the thousands of Barnacle Geese. A
Snow Goose was also knocking about North Uist whilst up to 7 Two-barred Crossbills could be found in
Langass Wood and a Firecrest put in a brief appearance at Knockintorran on my birthday. As the month
inexorably advanced the variety of smaller birds continued to diminish so that by mid-December even the odd
lingering Blackcap and Chiffchaff had found other places to winter. What we lose in variety is made up for in
numbers though and the machair is alive with finches and buntings. Large flocks of Twite which must number
over 3,000 individuals in Uist were joined by flocks of Snow Buntings. In most places you would see flashes of
white as 10 or 20 Snow Buntings mingled in with the mass of finches although the flock at Balranald was quite
spectacular. Here there was a veritable blizzard of birds when a swirling mass of around 400 Snow Buntings
moved in a wave across the machair stubble. Most winters we see groups of around 120 - 150 birds as well
as plenty of smaller flocks; although every now and then we get these large flocks which are a delight to see
on any winters day. Combined with good numbers of Skylarks, Lapwings and Golden Plover it’s no wonder
there’s plenty of Merlins darting around the place too. We’ve even be graced with a superb white Gyr Falcon
again recently and although it’s typically elusive, it’s a pleasant addition to the normal winter fare - if only you
could get out to look at it!
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Is there anything you would like to see Western Isles Wildlife doing more of?

In March 2021 we’re hoping to take a tour to Morocco although we need 5 or 6 participants for this trip to run.
If you fancy a visit to this exciting region then please register an interest by sending me an email at:
steveduffield70@gmail.com
You can also find insights into Western Isles Wildlife or contact us through various social media and travel
websites: Facebook, Twitter, Trip Advisor

E:\2018-04-19\roller_header.jpg

Western Isles Wildlife
Newsletter
Winter
Winter
Newsletter
Newsletter
2020
2020
Summer 2018

Summer Newsletter 2019

Corncrake and Skuas, 10th - 16th May. This is an excellent time of year to catch up
with a good passage of both Pomarine and Long-tailed Skuas. Although the best
events are weather dependent there’s barely a year goes by when we don’t see
them during this week. It’s also an excellent time to get good views of Corncrake
as well as there being a very good chance of catching up with some migrant
Dotterel which are seen every year in early May. There’s also a good supporting
cast of regulars such as Black-throated Diver, Red-throated Diver and Great
Northern Diver as well as lots of raptors which include Golden Eagle, White-tailed
Eagle, Hen Harrier, Peregrine and Merlin. The beaches and machair are alive with
passage waders in summer plumage which makes this a brilliant, birdy trip.
There are still a couple of vacant places.
All-inclusive 6 night trips start at £900 pp.
The Shetland Tour will run from 6th - 13th June which coincides with one of the
best times to enjoy seabirds, including the charismatic Puffins and the elusive
Storm Petrel which return to land only under cover of darkness. During this week
long trip we’ll take a couple of short boat trips including one around the towering
cliffs of Noss National Nature Reserve and its huge colony of Gannets; as well as
a night trip to Mousa and the Iron Age broch. Red-necked Phalaropes are a very
strong possibility on Fetlar as are breeding Whimbrel. There’s also the chance of
catching up with some late migrants and of course otters as well as if we’re really
lucky Orcas. The tour is split between two bases with one on Unst and the other
in South Mainland at Sumburgh. Why not come and join us in 2020 as there are
still a couple of places left.
All-inclusive 8 day trip starts at £1,300 pp.
3 Day Course on Flowering Plants 8th - 10th July
●

Chance to compare moorland and machair flowering plants

●

Masses of orchids

●

Introduction to specialisations of certain flowering plants

●

Full species list with identification features for similar species

●

Easy pace plenty of chance for photography

●

£20 per person per day
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Andalucia in Autumn 5th - 12th September. 2019 was our first organised trip to
Andalucia and was an all round excellent week. Weather conditions weren’t ideal
as it was not only very hot but pretty windy too. Even so the raptors and storks
were trying their best to cross to Africa and we got some superb views of Honey
Buzzards amongst many others. Migratory raptors are a big draw but there’s much
more to Andalucia than this with some excellent encounters with waders, wildfowl
and some very nice swifts. Details of last years trip can be found here.

Uist and Barra Autumn Migration 14th - 20th September For some reason autumn
trips to the Outer Hebrides are not very popular and yet the quality of the birding is
quite amazing. In 2019 we managed to catch up with a Western Bonelli’s Warbler
on Barra, Buff-breasted Sandpipers, Semipalmated Sandpiper and Leach’s Petrel
whilst also finding an American Golden Plover and juvenile Sabine’s Gull. Combine
this with lots of raptors, Short-eared Owl and otter sightings on 3 dates I always
wonder why more people don’t come in the autumn.
If you fancy an autumn trip just drop me a line: steveduffield70@gmail.com
Islay 7th- 12th November This cracking wee island comes into its own in late autumn
and winter when huge numbers of Greenland Barnacle Geese and White-fronted
Geese visit, creating an unforgettable spectacle. Combined with the opportunity to
see both species of eagle, Hen Harrier and Scotland’s last Choughs; a trip to the
Inner Hebrides is a great way to see the winter in. Four full days allows us to
explore the whole island, from the Oa reserve in the far south to the comfort of
Loch Gruinart in the north and enjoy everything Islay has to offer.
Cost: £850 pp when sharing
Western Isles Wildlife are the only wildlife / birding tour company based in the Outer Hebrides and have been
leading trips since 2007.
For more information on the tours / trip reports and archive of sightings from Outer Hebrides please visit the
website: www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk
Booking: If you have any enquires or would like to book a tour please contact Steve on:
01876 580619 / 07867 555971 Email: steveduffield70@gmail.com

