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Summary:  Based near the Straits of Gibraltar we got lots of opportunities to see migration 

in full swing with early September being peak time for Honey Buzzards which were passing 

in their thousands. Many of these were seen circling to a great height before passing over at 

barely discernible altitudes as they headed for Africa. Every now and then birds came in low 

which gave us chance to study the detail of their intricate and stunning plumage, different 

on every individual. There was also a nice selection of other migrant birds of prey including 

good numbers of Short-toed Eagles, Booted Eagles and Egyptian Vulture amongst others; 

with the latter sadly in rapid decline throughout its range.  Other migrants seen to be 

heading for Africa included storks, swifts, swallows and Bee-eaters which all utilise this 

narrowest of crossings of the Mediterranean. It’s also Andalucia’s position at the southern-

most tip of Spain that has allowed certain species to colonise the area from Africa. Both 

White-rumped Swift and Little Swift made it over and now breed in the region although they 

are rare and we were lucky to see both species well. Other specialities of the Iberian 

Peninsula that we caught up with during the week were White-headed Duck, Spanish 

Imperial Eagle, Black-winged Kite and Red-necked Nightjar; the latter giving stunning views 

in its daytime roost. It’s difficult to point to any particular day as a highlight as each had its 

own, whether it be the 2,000 strong mass of White Storks circling over Tarifa on our first full 

day; the close views of such striking birds as male Black-eared Wheatears or just the mass of 

flamingos and waders at Bonanza Saltpans. Every day where-ever we were we also had the 

regular backdrop of the rippling calls of migrant Bee-eaters, as thousands of these multi-

coloured avian delights left Europe for another winter. This, our first trip to Andalucia was 

an excellent tour made all the better by the dynamics of a great group. 

 

Leader: Steve Duffield 

 

Participants: Paul and Jennifer Bennett, Danny Rafferty, Isabel Noel, Sally Ducker and 

Jennifer Ahrens. 

 

31st August: 

Weather – Hot and sunny with a strong easterly wind 

All the flights arrived at Malaga on time and we were away by early afternoon, arriving at 

the hotel around 4 pm. A quick look around the hotel grounds produced Sardinian Warbler, 

Blackcap and Serin whilst overhead were Booted Eagle, Black Kite and Griffon Vulture. We 

headed out for a quick look around Trafico for an hour picking up a Short-toed Eagle from 

the road on route. Once we arrived on the coast we parked and took a walk up the road 

towards the watch point. The strong easterly winds were holding up the crossing to 

Morocco although it was clearly visible from our position. 200+ Black Kites were sailing up 

and down the coastline whilst a couple of Honey Buzzards passed very close overhead. We 

also had around 4 Sparrowhawks, Kestrel, Short-toed Eagle, Buzzard and Cattle Egrets 

during the hour before dinner. A couple of butterflies were also noted including Painted 

Lady and Wall Brown.  
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1st September: 

Weather: A moderate (force 5) easterly wind, sunny and hot with temperatures around 

27°C. 

The birding started as soon as we left the front door of the hotel with a Spotted Flycatcher 

hunting insects from its perch across the road and 2 Booted Eagles circled over nearby. We 

made our way straight to the raptor watch point at Cazalla where we spent around 3 hours 

scanning. This provided a nice selection of birds with plenty of Honey Buzzards passing over 

high and the occasional low bird; along with lots of Black Kites and Short-toed Eagles. 6 or 7 

Egyptian Vultures were noted along with plenty of Griffon Vultures cruising, the surrounding 

hills. Other migrant raptors included Booted Eagles, 3 Montagu’s Harriers, Marsh Harrier, 

Sparrowhawk and Kestrels. Large numbers of Bee-eaters regularly passed over in tight flocks 

whilst 5 Black Storks also drifted around the watch point having first been seen on the coast 

near Tarifa. Other birds noted here included 4 Hoopoes, Swift and Red-rumped Swallows. 

We moved down towards the watch point at Trafico, finding a sheltered location to have 

lunch tucked in amongst some trees. A Spotted Flycatcher was hawking on the edge of our 

clearing whilst overhead we had close views of Booted Eagle, Short-toed Eagle and Marsh 

Harrier.  

 

 
Honey Buzzard 
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Black Kite 

 
After lunch we carried on to the coast at Trafico where we had more Booted Eagles and 

Short-toed Eagles whilst a Peregrine and a male Lesser Kestrel heading along the coast were 

both new. Bee-eaters continued to pass on mass whilst amongst the scrub we located a few 

Crested Larks, a Whitethroat and 4 Red-legged Partridge. In the distance a huge flock of 

White Storks was wheeling around over Tarifa although they appeared to be stalling a 

crossing of the Straits. Another large flock drifted along from the north-west and soon there 

was a 2,000 strong, flock of storks over the town. Eventually some of these decided to go 

and we watched as part of this massive flock made their way out towards Morocco, flying 

diagonally against the stiff easterly wind.  

A message from FIRMM alerted us that they had brought our whale-watching trip forward 

from the following day as the forecast was for deteriorating weather conditions. Stronger 

winds building from the east meant that all trips for the foreseeable future were likely to be 

cancelled. We therefore took the best option and headed into Tarifa in the late afternoon 

and parked up near the old town. A Hummingbird Hawkmoth was showing nicely on a 

flowering bush in the carpark before we made our way to the harbour. A handful of Honey 

Buzzards and a Montagu’s Harrier flew over during our wait whilst lots of Yellow-legged 

Gulls and a few Sandwich Terns were also lingering in the general area. Eventually we 

headed out into the Straits around 17:30 and once out on the water it wasn’t long before 

we spotted our first Cory’s Shearwater. Good numbers of these were seen during the 2 hour 

trip along with a single Balearic Shearwater, a couple of Gannets and around 20 Black Terns. 

We also saw raptor migration in the raw as a Sparrowhawk flew east past the boat half way 

out towards Morocco. A pod of Bottle-nosed Dolphins showed well as did various smaller 

dolphin species included some quite friendly Striped Dolphins that appeared next to the 
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boat. Unfortunately the pilot whales remained elusive although it was a great trip never-

the-less and we finished off with a Turnstone and Lesser Black-backed Gull in the harbour.  

 

 
Scopoli’s Shearwater 
 

 
Striped Dolphin 
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2nd September: 

Weather: Moderate – strong easterly winds; sunny and very hot with temperature reaching 

36°C at La Janda. 

We started the day at Los Lances on the coast near Tarifa which was a great move as many 

of the raptors that were in the area were low and passing close by as we walked out along 

the boardwalk. Lots of Black Kites were in the area whilst some of the Honey Buzzards 

passed low overhead along with Short-toed Eagle, Booted Eagle and 3 Egyptian Vultures 

that came in off the sea. On the way out from the car park Steve managed to spot a flock of 

around 20 Calandra Larks that dropped into the far side of an inaccessible field whilst closer 

to we had plenty of views of Crested Lark and around 10 Short-toed Larks. Yellow Wagtails 

were also flitting about the grass and Danny spotted a cracking, male Black-eared Wheatear 

that happily showed for all as it perched on a fence providing some excellent scope views. 

We also had a few Hoopoes and the more familiar Wheatear. On the tidal pools we spotted 

Sanderling, Dunlin, Ringed Plover, Kentish Plover, Greenshank, 4 Whimbrel and a single 

Knot. A Kingfisher showed well, perched on a wooden fence post whilst 4 Audouins Gulls 

were resting on the sandbars amongst Yellow-legged Gulls. In the distance beyond the shore 

we could also see quite a few Cory’s Shearwaters feeding close inshore. Other birds we 

picked up here include plenty of Fan-tailed Warblers, Swift, Swallow, House Martin, Sand 

Martin and Corn Bunting. Moving on we made our way to La Janda and almost the first bird 

we saw was a stunning Black-winged Kite that flew in front of the bus, perching on a nearby 

pylon before moving further away to rest on another. We jumped out and admired this 

smart falcon through the scope. As we looked on we noticed a good number of swifts 

hawking over some woodland to the south amongst which was a single Alpine Swift which 

past close by at one stage. A Buzzard was also over the hillside whilst a dark raptor above us 

turned out to be an adult Spanish Imperial Eagle! What a superb start to La Janda. Making 

our way alongside one of the channels we spotted a flock of Spanish Sparrows in the 

vegetation whilst over the fields we had at least 4 Montagu’s Harriers and lots of Marsh 

Harriers. We also had a Glossy Ibis and good numbers of White Storks resting in the fields. 

We arrived in the central area and pulled up in the shade of some trees for lunch. Shortly 

after getting out of the bus Sally spotted what could only have been a nightjar fly behind the 

bus and disappear down a track. Not to be deterred Paul set off searching under the trees 

from the track we had driven along. He hadn’t gone far when we motioned us over as he’d 

managed to find a superb Red-necked Nightjar roosting amongst the leaf litter. We all 

admired this stunning bird for a while before we managed to locate a second bird, around 

15 – 20m away down the same track.  

After lunch we continued through La Janda although the heat was something else and there 

appeared to be little in the way of open water or floods for waders. We did manage to find a 

flock of Glossy Ibis at one spot where we also had a Green Sandpiper. We then spent a bit of 

time looking for Zeller’s Skipper; a very rare species of butterfly in Europe. We did manage 

to find one skipper although it was a bit worn and we weren’t completely convinced that it 

was the right species. We continued through the town of Benalup and then down to the 
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coast at Barbate. The area around the estuary was rather shabby looking but was pretty 

busy with birdlife. Lots of Yellow-legged Gulls were loafing around and amongst them we 

had Lesser Black-backed Gull, Black-headed Gulls and a 2nd yr Mediterranean Gull. A single 

Curlew was seen along with 6 Whimbrels, Redshanks, Greenshanks; an adult summer Grey 

Plover, Common Sandpiper and around 8 Black-winged Stilts. It was getting quite late in the 

day by now  so we made our way back to the hotel where a Grey Wagtail showed itself as it 

flew up from the grounds on our return. 

 

 
Red-necked Nightjar 

 
3rd September: 

Weather: A moderate – strong easterly wind was blowing again and the day started cloudy 

at the coast. Inland the sun broke through the cloud and temperatures rose to around 33°C. 

We started off with a short trip to Palmones Estuary which is a great, small site next to 

Algerciras. The tide was just beginning to fall whilst we were there and we picked up around 

15 – 20 Mediterranean Gulls resting on a sand bank along with Black-headed Gulls, Yellow-

legged Gulls and around 20 – 30 Sandwich Terns. A few waders were also present including 

Redshank, Whimbrel, Dunlin and Ringed Plover whilst out over the saltmarsh were White 

Storks, Grey Herons and a hunting Osprey. From here we headed inland into the 

Alcoroncales National Park pulling over by Embalse Barbate to scan for White-rumped Swift. 

Our luck was in and we soon spotted a single bird hawking around in the distance with 

various martins and Red-rumped Swallows. It was a bit distant although it occasionally 

passed closer allowing us to pick up the salient features of this rare European species. Over 

the lake we had another Osprey and Griffon Vultures whilst down on the shore were 2 

Black-winged Stilts and a few Egyptian Geese.  
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White-rumped Swift 

 
We moved on past Alcala de los Gazules spotting a cracking male Black-eared Wheatear on 

a roadside fence before taking a walk along an old drovers track towards Los Molinos. Lots 

of Griffon Vultures were in the area and a couple of Booted Eagles were also noted. 

Redstarts and Spotted Flycatchers were along the beginning of the track whilst further up 

amongst the scrub we spotted a family of Cirl Buntings. Further up the valley a distant 

singing thrush was spotted by Paul, perched on a rocky escarpment and although a long way 

off it was possible to make out that it was a male Blue Rock Thrush. On the way back down a 

superb Two-tailed Pasha fluttered past us but unfortunately didn’t stop to allow us to 

admire it. We returned to the vehicle and had lunch in the shade of the trees with masses of 

Bee-eaters feeding over the parched fields nearby.  

After lunch we made our way back towards the coast, stopping off for a walk along Sendero 

La Teja. This turned out to be an excellent move as just above the trees masses of swallows, 

martins and swifts were hawking quite low down. As luck would have it we soon spotted 2 

White-rumped Swifts amongst the other birds and this time got some excellent views along 

with an Alpine Swift and a Pallid Swift too. This impressive gathering of aerial feeders also 

included several Red-rumped Swallows to add a little extra spice. Bee-eaters were also 

hawking overhead whilst amongst the trees and scrub we found a nice feeding flock with 1 

or 2 Bonelli’s Warblers, 3 Orphean Warblers, Crested Tit, Short-toed Treecreeper and 

Firecrests. We also had a kettle of 30 Honey Buzzards, Booted Eagle and Griffon Vultures 

overhead and a few Tree Grayling butterflies along the track. We headed back to the hotel 

in the late afternoon and were greeted with a fly-over Short-toed Eagle on arrival. 
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4th September: 

Weather: Moderate – strong easterly winds; hot (34 / 35°C) and sunny. 

We stopped off at Cazalla raptor watch point first and although it was relatively quiet we 

still picked up several Honey Buzzards, Booted Eagle, Kestrel, Sparrowhawk and Griffon 

Vultures. We also had a Turtle Dove fly past before we moved on to La Pena. A wander 

around the open ground and scrub here produced some excellent views of 3 Black-eared 

Wheatears, Wheatear and Crested Larks. Overhead were plenty of Griffon Vultures and 

Short-toed Eagles whilst along one hedge we found 2 Monarch Butterflies. We moved on a 

short distance and took another walk through some open pine woods where we had a 

Bonelli’s Warbler, Fan-tailed Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher, Raven and a fly-by Lesser Kestrel. 

Insect wise we had another fly-by from a Two-tailed Pasha, a Monarch Butterfly and an 

Emperor dragonfly. 

 

 
Egyptian Vulture 

 
After our packed lunch we headed for Bolonia which was an ideal spot to watch raptors as 

strong winds meant that many of the birds were hanging about and not crossing to 

Morocco. During a couple of hours we spotted in the region of 20 Montagu’s Harriers 

including an adult male and a melanistic individual; 5 Marsh Harriers and masses of Black 

Kites. Griffon Vultures were resting on the rock face and showing very well whilst 14 White 

Storks also glided over along with plenty of Bee-eaters giving their very pleasant rippling 

flight calls as they passed by. A Blue Rock Thrush was showing on the rocky hillside above 

the caves whilst other birds included Great Spotted Woodpecker, Willow Warbler and 

Redstart. Finally on the way back to the hotel we popped in for a look in the valley near 
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Trafico to see if there were any migrants although we saw few passerines apart from a 

Spotted Flycatcher and a couple of Sardinian Warblers.  

 

 
Western Black-eared Wheatear   

 

5th September: 

Weather: Light easterly winds; sunny and hot, especially inland where the temperature was 

around 32°C. 

Our first stop at Cazalla produced around 4 - 500 Honey Buzzards with many heading over 

very high although a few gave some very good views including a pale juvenile that passed at 

close range allowing the photographers to record this stunning individual. The usual Booted 

Eagles and Short-toed Eagles were seen in decent numbers along with plenty of Black Kites. 

A juvenile Montagu’s Harrier and a few Marsh Harriers added a bit of variety along with 

Kestrel, Sparrowhawk, Egyptian Vulture and Griffon Vulture. A couple of Tawny Pipits were 

showing along a track in the field below our position whilst overhead we had both Common 

and Pallid Swift along with a few House Martins. By late morning it looked like we’d seen the 

best of the passage so we headed off to Luguna de Medina. 

Once we’d finished off our lunch at the carpark we started off on the walk around the south 

shore of the lake although before we’d left the carpark a few birds showed up including a 

brief Nightingale (Steve only) which was occasionally calling; Redstart, Pied Flycatcher and 

Reed Warbler. The levels on the lake were quite low and so the exposed mud around the 

margins was attracting good numbers of waders and we picked up around 30 -40 Curlew 

Sandpipers, Dunlin, Little Ringed Plover, Ringed Plover, Common Sandpiper, Green 
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Sandpiper and Black-winged Stilt. We also had an Avocet from the hide where we spent a 

good hour or two during the afternoon scanning through the mass of birds present.  

 

 
Honey Buzzard 

 

Throughout the lake were good numbers of Greater Flamingos whilst on the margins were 

around 80 Spoonbills and Glossy Ibis. 1,000’s of Coots were present and through some 

miracle we managed to pick out a Red-knobbed Coot amongst the masses of its commoner 

cousins although getting everyone on this was also quite a challenge as the bird was distant 

and only very subtly different. There were plenty of other wildfowl to keep us busy though 

with White-headed Ducks, Pochard; at least 2 Red-crested Pochards, 4 or 5 Ferruginous 

Ducks, Shoveler, a female Pintail, Gadwall and a couple of Teal. Danny spotted a Water Rail 

that came out into the open in front of the hide to take a bath in the water which was well 

away from a level where the rail could stay in cover to do so. Jennifer pointed out some 

small birds feeding on the vegetation near the water’s edge which turned out to be some 

sprightly wee Common Waxbills which now breed freely in some parts of Spain although 

originally from West Africa. We also had a single Lapwing and around 2 – 300 White Storks 

which appeared to be dropping in as we were leaving and rounded off an excellent day. 
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Spoonbill 

   
6th September:  

Weather: Strong easterly winds again today although calm and very hot in the Bonanza area 

where temperatures reached 40°C! 

We made our way west, past Cadiz to Bonanza Pools near Sanlucar de Barrameda. The pools 

are set amongst an area of intense agriculture and the whole place was pretty grimy looking 

although it did hold quite a few birds. On arrival a Night Heron was flying round and a 

couple of Spoonbills flew past. The first pool held a couple of White-headed Ducks, some 

very active Kingfishers and a nice Squacco Heron that showed well. The pool on the other 

side of the road also had White-headed Duck as well as Purple Gallinule, 2 Green 

Sandpipers, Little Ringed Plover and Moorhen. We returned to the minibus and moved on 

after a short stop as this site is pretty small and not particularly attractive. We headed to the 

nearby Bonanza saltpans which were absolutely alive with birds in places. Black-winged 

Stilts were of course present whilst we also found at least 150 Avocets and around 300 

Black-tailed Godwits. 5 Bar-tailed Godwits were also seen along with 2 Knot, lots of Curlew 

Sandpipers, Dunlin, Sanderling, Ringed Plover, Kentish Plover, Little Ringed Plover, 10 Little 

Stints, Turnstone, 15 Ruff, 5 Bar-tailed Godwits, Common Sandpiper, Green Sandpipers, 1 

Wood Sandpiper, a Spotted Redshank, Redshank, Greenshank, Grey Plover and 3 Snipe. We 

also had some good views of various Slender-billed Gulls amongst the Black-headed Gulls 

present as well as 3 Caspian Terns that were resting on a bank. A few Little Terns were also 

fishing over the Guadalquiver River on the western side of the saltpans. Greater Flamingos 

were also around in good numbers as were Little Egrets and a few Grey Herons whilst an 

Osprey or two were hunting in the distance. Small birds were fairly restricted although we 
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did have a couple of Yellow Wagtails, some restless Lesser Short-toed Larks, Fan-tailed 

Warbler and a lone Willow Warbler out on the edge of the pans.  

We left the heat of the saltpans in the afternoon and made our way to the harbour at 

Chipiona in search of Little Swift which nest here in small numbers. Once we’d located the 

right place Paul, Jennifer and I wandered around and got some nice views of 1 hawking near 

the coast. It appeared a couple of times before heading out over the town to feed. The rest 

of the group arrived and we waited for some time but there was no sign. Some distant swift 

could be seen over the town so eventually we walked into a small park where we thought 

they might be visible. The swifts weren’t visible but the tree held Bonelli’s Warbler, Willow 

Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher and 2 Pied Flycatchers. We wandered back towards the 

harbour with little time left before we’d have to start heading home. Suddenly on cue a 

Little Swift made a fly-by, at quite close range before heading back over the town and 

allowing us all to get a look. The drive home produced roadside views of Montagu’s Harrier, 

Marsh Harrier and of course plenty of Black Kites rounding off another excellent day and our 

last in Andalucia. 

 

 
White-headed Duck 
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Bonanza Saltpans 

 
7th September: 

On our final morning we left the hotel early, arriving at Malaga airport just after first light. 

We all said our goodbyes before heading for our scheduled flights back to the UK after an 

excellent trip to the southern part of Andalucia. 

 

Checklist 
 

Birds: 

Egyptian Goose A handful were seen at Embalse de Barbate 

Mallard                  Seen on 3 dates during the week 

Gadwall    Noted at Laguna de Medina 

Pintail     A female was seen at Laguna de Medina on 5th  

Shoveler    Noted at Laguna de Medina 

Teal     Seen at Laguna de Medina only 

Pochard    Sighted at Laguna de Medina 

Red-crested Pochard   Small numbers were seen at Laguna de Medina 

Ferruginous Duck   Around 6 were seen at Laguna de Medina 

White-headed Duck Easily seen at Laguna de Medina, 5th and at Bonanza 

Pools, 6th  

Red-legged Partridge   Seen only on 1st  

Great Crested Grebe Seen at Laguna de Medina 
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Black-necked Grebe Good numbers at Laguna de Medina 

Little Grebe Seen on 5th and 6th  

Cory’s Shearwater Seen well from the boat trip on 1st and also off Los 

Lances, Tarifa on 2nd  

Scopoli’s Shearwater On examination of images from our trip it became 

apparent that some of the birds thought to be Cory’s 

were in fact Scopoli’s Shearwater (see note at the 

bottom) 

Balearic Shearwater A single was seen from the boat trip on 1st  

Gannet 3 or 4 were seen from the boat trip on 1st  

Cormorant    Noted on 2 dates during the week 

Night Heron    1 or 2 were seen at Bonanza Pools 

Cattle Egret    Common 

Little Egret    Noted on 4 dates 

Grey Heron    Seen on 4 dates during the week 

White Stork Seen virtually every day with huge numbers passing 

across to Morocco on 1st when we saw at least 2,000 

individuals in a large sprawling flock 

Black Stork 5 were seen from Cazalla watch point on 1st  

Spoonbill At least 80 were at Laguna de Medina on 5th with 3 also 

seen on 6th in flight at Bonanza Pools 

Glossy Ibis Noted on 3 dates 

Greater Flamingo Large numbers were seen at Laguna de Medina but 

especially at Bonanza Saltpans 

Griffon Vulture   Very common and seen daily 

Egyptian Vulture   Noted on 4 days during the week 

Osprey Seen at Embalse de Barbate, Palmones Estuary and 

Bonanza Saltpans 

Spanish Imperial Eagle  An adult was seen on the south side of La Janda  

Short-toed Eagle   Common and seen virtually every day  

Booted Eagle Very common and seen daily, sometimes over the 

hotel 

Black Kite    Very common 

Marsh Harrier    Common 

Montagu’s Harrier Birds were seen on 5 dates with at least 8 at La Janda 

and at least 10 over Bolonia 

Buzzard    Noted every day 

Honey Buzzard Good numbers seen with birds noted every day with 

good views at Cazalla and Los Lances 

Sparrowhawk    Seen on 5 dates 

Black-winged Kite   A single bird was seen at La Janda 
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Kestrel     Seen daily 

Lesser Kestrel    Noted on 1st only 

Water Rail    One showed very well at Laguna de Medina 

Moorhen    Seen on 6th only 

Coot     Thousands at Laguna de Medina on 5th; also seen on 6th  

Red-knobbed Coot   A single was observed at Laguna de Medina, 5th  

Purple Swamphen   A few were seen at Bonanza Pools 

Avocet Noted at Laguna de Medina with 100’s at Bonanza 

Saltpans 

Black-winged Stilt   Seen on 4 dates during the week 

Little Ringed Plover   Noted on 5th and 6th  

Ringed Plover    Seen on 4 dates  

Kentish Plover    Seen at Los Lances and Bonanza Saltpans 

Grey Plover An adult was seen at Barbate and also at Bonanza 

Saltpans 

Lapwing    1 was seen at Laguna de Medina on 5th  

Knot A single was seen at Los Lances on 2nd and a couple at 

Bonanza Saltpans on 6th  

Sanderling    Seen on 2nd and 6th  

Turnstone    Noted on 1st and 6th  

Dunlin     Seen on 4 dates 

Curlew Sandpiper Good numbers were seen at Laguna de Medina and at 

Bonanza Saltpans 

Little Stint    A few were seen at Bonanza Saltpans 

Wood Sandpiper   A single was seen at Bonanza Saltpans 

Green Sandpiper    Noted on 3 dates 

Common Sandpiper   Seen on 4 dates  

Redshank    Noted on 3 days during the week 

Spotted Redshank   A single was seen at Bonanza Saltpans on 6th  

Greenshank    Noted on 2nd and 6th  

Black-tailed Godwit   Good numbers were seen at Bonanza Saltpans 

Bar-tailed Godwit   A few were seen at Bonanza Saltpans 

Curlew     1 was noted at Barbate on 2nd  

Whimbrel    Seen on 3 dates during the week 

Snipe     Seen at Bonanza Saltpans 

Ruff     Seen at Bonanza Saltpans 

Black-headed Gull   Noted on 3 dates during the week 

Slender-billed Gull   Seen well at Bonanza Saltpans 

Mediterranean Gull   Noted on 3 dates 

Yellow-legged Gull   Seen on 4 dates 

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Seen on 3 dates 
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Little Tern    A few were seen at Bonanza Saltpans 

Sandwich Tern    Noted on 4 dates during the week 

Caspian Tern    3 were seen at Bonanza Saltpans 

Black Tern Around 20 were seen from the whale-watching boat on 

2nd  

Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon  Seen daily 

Wood Pigeon    Only noted on 6th    

Collared Dove    Common and seen daily 

Turtle Dove    Seen from Cazalla watch point on 4th  

Red-necked Nightjar   Excellent views of 2 at roost in La Janda  

Swift     Noted on 3 dates 

Pallid Swift Identified on 2 of the dates during the week 

Alpine Swift    Seen on the 2nd and 3rd  

White-rumped Swift   3 were seen in Alcornocales National Park on 3rd  

Little Swift 1 showed well initially at Chipiona Harbour and then 

briefly for all the group on 6th  

Hoopoe    Seen on 1st and 2nd  

Kingfisher    Seen on 3 dates and heard on a extra 1 

Bee-eater Common and seen daily with large numbers passing 

over at times 

Great Spotted Woodpecker  Noted on 2 dates and heard on another  

Crested Lark    Common 

Short-toed Lark Seen at Los Lances 

Lesser Short-toed Lark Brief views of birds around Bonanza Saltpans 

Calandra Lark Around 20, were seen (Steve only) in flight at Los 

Lances 

Sand Martin    Seen on 2 dates 

Swallow    Common 

Red-rumped Swallow   Seen on 3 dates during the week 

House Martin    Noted on 4 dates 

Tawny Pipit    A couple were seen below Cazalla watch point, 5th  

Grey Wagtail    Noted on 3 dates 

Yellow Wagtail   Seen on 4 dates during the week 

Robin     Seen on 1st and heard on 2 further days 

Nightingale    1 was seen near the carpark at Laguna de Medina, 5th  

Redstart    Seen on 3 dates 

Wheatear    Seen on 3 dates 

Western Black-eared Wheatear Singles were seen on 2nd and 3rd whilst 3 were seen 

very well at La Pena, 4th   

Whinchat    1 was seen on 3rd  

Stonechat    Common and seen daily 
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Blackbird    Common 

Blue Rock Thrush   Seen on 3rd and 4th  

Blackcap    Common and seen daily 

Whitethroat    Seen on 2 dates 

Orphean Warbler   Seen in Loch Alcornocales on 3rd   

Sardinian Warbler   Common 

Reed Warbler Seen at Laguna de Medina on 5th and Bonanza Pools on     

6th  

Zitting Cisticola   Common and widespread 

Cetti’s Warbler   Seen on 6th and heard around the hotel 

Willow Warbler   Small numbers were seen on 3 dates 

Western Bonelli’s Warbler  Seen on 3 dates during the week 

Firecrest    Seen well in Alcornocales  

Wren     Occasionally seen or heard 

Spotted Flycatcher Fairly common and seen on 5 dates 

Pied Flycatcher Seen on 5th and 6th  

Great Tit    Common 

Blue Tit    Common 

Crested Tit    Seen on 3rd  

Long-tailed Tit    Seen on 3rd in Alcorocales 

Short-toed Treecreeper  Heard regularly around hotel and seen on 2 dates 

Jay     1 was seen by Steve 

Jackdaw    Noted on 2 dates 

Raven     Seen on 3 dates during the week 

Spotless Starling   Common and seen daily 

House Sparrow   Common 

Spanish Sparrow   Common and La Janda  

Common Waxbill   Seen well at Laguna de Medina 

Chaffinch    Common 

Linnet     Noted on 2 dates 

Goldfinch    Common 

Greenfinch    Common 

Serin     Seen by Steve at the hotel on 31st  

Cirl Bunting    Seen on 3rd  

Corn Bunting    Common at Los Lances 

 

Footnote on Cory’s / Scopoli’s Shearwater: 

These two used to be classed as different subspecies of Cory’s Shearwater until recently 

when they were split into full species. Cory’s Shearwaters breed on island in the Atlantic 

such as the Canaries, Azores and Madeira whilst Scopoli’s Shearwaters breed on islands in 

the Mediterranean. They can be separated by the pattern on the underside of the primaries 
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with Cory’s appearing all dark and Scopoli’s showing white tongues extending into the dark 

wing tips (primaries) as shown in the 2 images below.  

 
 

Mammals: 

Bottle-nosed Dolphins 

Striped Dolphin 

 

Butterlfies and Moths: 

Common Swallowtail 

Large White  

Small White 

Clouded Yellow 

Monarch 

Two-tailed Pasha 

Tree Grayling 

Striped Grayling 

Meadow Brown 

Southern Gatekeeper 

Speckled Wood 

Wall Brown 

Small Copper 

Long-tailed Blue 

Painted Lady 

Skipper sp. 

Hummingbird Hawkmoth 

 

Dragonflies: 

Lesser Emperor 
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Emperor 

Broad Scarlet 

Keeled Skimmer 

 

 
Broad Scarlet 

 
Keeled Skimmer 
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Monarch 

 
Striped Grayling 


