Northern Isles Autumn Migration
16th – 22nd September 2017
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Summary: This was our first trip to Lewis for a week in autumn and although the weather wasn’t
ideal for seabird passage it was excellent for spotting cetaceans and one of the best settled spells of
weather that we’d experienced in the islands all year! Raptors featured during the week with all the
regular species seen at some point and eagle sightings virtually every day including some superb
views of a Golden Eagle at Mangersta which at one point was flushed by an otter. Our day trip to
Harris was in stunning weather with flat calm conditions and sunshine that showed the autumn
scenery off at its best. This provided ideal conditions for looking at sea duck and divers in the Sound
of Taransay where we also found at least 10 Slavonian Grebes and a Long-tailed Duck. We also had a
nice surprise at Luskentyre when we located a Yellow-browed Warbler in a lone willow near the car
park. The rarest and most unexpected bird of the week came on our last full day when we spotted a
juvenile Bonaparte’s Gull at Garry Beach. Other highlights included a flock of 18 Black-throated
Divers at Berie Sands, a close up otter near the Callanish Stones and lots of dolphin sightings. The
hotel and staff were also excellent making this inaugural autumn tour to Lewis a great success.
Leader: Steve Duffield
Participants: Mark Clay, Terri and Andy Shields, Mick and Robin Temple, John and Carol Humphreys,
Joan Pritchard

Daily Dairy:
16th September:
Weather: A brisk (force 5 / 6) northerly wind with early rain and cloud clearing to become brighter
with some sunshine in the afternoon.
Once the majority of the group were on the bus (Mark joined us in Stornoway) we made our way out
of Inverness and north to Ullapool. We got there in good time and joined the large queue for the
ferry that was totally full for the crossing to Stornoway. As the ferry made its way out of Loch Broom
we began to pick up Harbour Porpoise and then as we neared the mouth of the loch a school of
around 10 Common Dolphins also showed as they leapt out of the water. The crossing was
reasonably calm if a little choppy on the north side and we picked up a reasonable variety of
seabirds. These included 4 Arctic Skuas, several Bonxies, a lone Pomarine Skua and numerous
Kittiwakes, Gannets and Fulmars. In total we recorded around 20 Storm Petrels although many of
the group were struggling to connect with these tiny birds as they fluttered over and behind the
waves. As we neared the Lewis coast a party of 5 Arctic Terns were also seen and 3 Leach’s Petrels
that were feeding with a small group of Kittiwakes in a tight group to the north of the ferry.
Unfortunately only Steve managed to connect with the petrels and the rest had to be content with
more Harbour Porpoise and a couple of close Common Dolphins as we reached the outer harbour of
Stornoway.

www.western-isles-wildlife.com

Once ashore we picked up Mark (our final participant) and made our way to Tiumpan Head for
lunch. Off-shore there were plenty of auks including Guillemots and Razorbills as well as Gannets,
Kittiwakes, Great Skua, Shags and single fly-by Red-throated Diver and Great Northern Diver. We
also picked up a few Twite and Rock Pipits here before making our way back towards Stornoway. A
few Wigeon and Tufted Duck were on Loch Tiumpan whilst slightly further along the road 2 Great
Skuas flew over before we paused to scan Loch Branahuie. The freshwater loch held a few Tufted
Ducks whilst 15 Black-tailed Godwits, a Bar-tailed Godwit and several Curlews fed on the bank. We
paused in Stornoway briefly before making our way across the Pentland Road towards our base for
the next 6 nights in Carloway. On route we stopped to scan the moor and managed to pick up a
perched Golden Eagle that provided us with good views through the scope. Mark also spotted a
distant White-tailed Eagle although this drifted away before anyone else managed to spot it. We
finally had a quick look around Tolsta Chaolais where we saw a few more Wigeon and Tufted Ducks
before settling in at the hotel.
17th September:
Weather: Light north-easterly winds, sunny spells with a little cloud.
We headed to the Butt of Lewis this morning which is said as the windiest place in the UK according
to the Guinness Book of Records although today the sea was almost like a mill pond! On route we
spotted a Redwing that took up from the side of the road in Habost and landed on overhead wires
before flying back towards cover. As we approached the lighthouse we paused at some roadside
pools where 5 Teal were feeding whilst out at sea we spotted a school of at least 6 Risso’s Dolphins
including a young animal that was occasionally breaching. Once at the lighthouse we scanned out to
sea although there was little moving off-shore apart from a few Manx Shearwaters that Steve
spotted before the others had arrived as they walked from the pools. Gannets, Shags, Kittiwakes and
Fulmars were noted before we took a walk along the cliff top. Masses of Meadow Pipits were in
evidence as were a few Skylarks and Rock Pipits along with at least 8 Wheatears. As we made our
way back towards the van we heard the distinctive call of a Lapland Bunting amongst a group of
pipits. One then perched on a fence briefly before dropping into the vegetation. We decided to
approach it from the south side with the sun behind us and were rewarded with views of a male
perched on the fence. We managed to get the scope on it although it dropped back into the grass
before everyone got a view. We then spent some time trying to get views of at least 1 of the flock of
7 Lapland Buntings in the open. Persistence eventually paid off when we found a lone bird in the
open, perched on the short turf that allowed us all to admire it through the scope. During this spell
Tony Marr had joined us and after our satisfying views of the bunting we retired back to the van for
lunch by the lighthouse. Although conditions were not suitable for seabird passage they were good
for spotting cetaceans and we found a school of at least 8 Risso’s Dolphins off the Butt whilst
enjoying our lunch. We also had a visit from a juvenile Hen Harrier that flew out to sea at one point
and appeared as if it was going to head off north before it returned towards the mainland.
After lunch we had a look in the small village at Port of Ness where we found a lone Goldcrest, 5
Goldfinch and a Red Admiral butterfly. We moved on to nearby Loch Stiapabhat and spent some
time in the hide which turned out to be very productive. Snipe, 2 Ruff and a Black-tailed Godwit
were on the bank whilst the loch itself held Tufted Duck, Teal, Wigeon, a Little Grebe, Moorhen and
single Mute and Whooper Swans. A juvenile Peregrine made a sudden appearance, swooping down
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in front of the hide at close range and giving some excellent views as it shot by. This was followed by
2 juvenile Hen Harriers, one of which returned at close range and dived into the vegetation flushing
any nearby waders as it disappeared into the long grass. We waited for another 15 – 20 minutes but
there was no further sign so we eventually left the harrier to what was presumably a successful
catch. We made our way back south along the north-west coast picking up a Swallow on route to
Loch Ordais in Bragar. A flock of Golden Plover were feeding amongst the narrow fields as we
approached the loch where we found a few Dunlin, Ringed Plover and a single Sanderling on the
shore whilst a juvenile Shelduck was resting on the loch. Nearby Loch Shawbost held a few
Redshanks and Ringed Plovers although there was no sign of the American Golden Plover so we
moved on to our final stop at Dalmore in the superb evening light before returning to the hotel.

Lapland Bunting (Steve Duffield)

18th September:
Weather: Very light winds, sunny and warm although it became cloudier in the afternoon.
During the night a family of 4 Whooper Swans had appeared on the loch outside the hotel and
showed well as we prepared for our trip to Harris. Our first destination was Luskentyre so we didn’t
waste any time and drove south through Lewis and were approaching the high point of the road in
Harris at the Clisham when a small bird with a flickering wing beat was seen over a small roadside
loch. We pulled over to investigate and were rewarded with views of an adult Dipper on the bank of
a very still, calm loch; not the habitat you’d normally associate with this species. Once at Luskentyre
we took a walk along the shore whilst Steve spotted a small phylloscopus warbler in flight heading
into the dunes from the car park area although it quickly disappeared. The Sound of Taransay was at
its best in the calm sunny weather and the views were stunning. There were plenty of birds too with
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4 Slavonian Grebes off-shore as well as Red-throated Diver, Black Guillemot, Great Northern Diver
and a couple of Arctic Terns on the far side. A feeding frenzy of Shags, gulls, Gannets and Razorbills
erupted on the far side near Taransay in the flat calm, mirror-like sea where we also picked up a
couple of Harbour Porpoise. On the way back to the minibus Mick spotted what must have been the
same warbler in a solitary willow near the car park and we were delighted to find that it was actually
a Yellow-browed Warbler. It showed pretty well as it fly-sallied from the willow before it moved onto
the rocks and bank behind the bush and eventually flying up the shallow valley. It was a very nice
surprise to see this Siberian waif and we decided to check some Sycamore trees close by that held a
Goldcrest and a couple of Goldfinch whilst 2 Golden Eagles were spotted circling over the hills to the
north. We headed back to the main road and parked at an elevated spot near Horgabost to scan
through the sea-duck that we were struggling to see from Luskentyre due to the light conditions.
From our new vantage point we managed to count 150 Common Scoter, a single Long-tailed Duck,
70+ Eiders, 4 Great Northern Diver and another 6 Slavonian Grebes. We also picked up Guillemot,
Razorbill, Black Guillemot, Kittiwakes, Black-headed Gull and more Red-throated Divers before we
retired to the nearby picnic site for our lunch. As we were about to head off Mark spotted a couple
of eagles over on Taransay which turned out to be 2 adult White-tailed Eagles that unfortunately
dropped quickly out of sight before most people managed to connect with them.

Birding at Luskentyre (Steve Duffield)

After lunch and more views of 2 distant Golden Eagles, to the east we made our way towards
Northton. A flock of Golden Plovers and Lapwings were on the saltmarsh whilst out on the sands we
found a few Dunlin and Ringed Plover. We moved on to the village and took a walk across the
machair before having a look off the beach to the south, across the Sound of Harris. An immature
White-tailed Eagle was spotted perched on an off-shore island whilst a couple of Harbour Porpoise
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were feeding close in. As we headed back to the bus a lone Pink-footed Goose flew by, circling
around before heading off towards the saltmarsh. We made our way back north, stopping at a
viewpoint to the south of Tarbet, looking towards the Shiants. The views across to Skye and the
Minch were superb and we had the added bonus of picking up a Whooper Swan on a small loch
below us. We continued north, stopping at Bowglas on the border of Lewis and Harris to scan for
eagles. It wasn’t long before we spotted our first eagle; a Golden perched on a hilltop to the south.
This was followed by another Golden Eagle to the south and 2 more to the east. Then it was the turn
of the White-tailed Eagles with 3 appearing in the distance to the north whilst another was over the
hills to the east. All the birds were distant and the scope was necessary to pick out any detail. 2 of
the 3 birds from the north drifted down and landed on the hillside opposite our viewpoint
overlooking Loch Seaforth. Although still distant through the scope you could make out all the
plumage details. Eventually 1 of these birds took to the air and to our good fortune came across the
loch and circled over the hillside just to the south of where we were standing providing some
excellent views before it headed off west rounding off a great day in Harris.

Birding near Horgabost (Terri Shields)

19th September:
Weather: A moderate southerly wind was blowing today with sunny spells and cloud.
We made our way to the west coast of Lewis this morning stopping on route to get some nice scope
views of an adult and juvenile Red-throated Diver on a loch near Eanacleit. Shortly after this we
stopped once more, this time as Mick had spotted an eagle over Oileasail, a hill to the west of the
valley we were driving along. We set the scopes up by the road and got some decent views of an
immature White-tailed Eagle with 8 Ravens up in the air around it as it spiralled round and drifted off
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to the west. We re-joined the bus and were away again, although not for long as we stopped to see
what had flushed a group of Grey Herons from a small island in Loch Rog at Carishader. Andy soon
spotted the cause of the panic as another immature White-tailed Eagle appeared behind us over the
loch although this time it landed in view with some attendant Hooded Crows. We got some excellent
views even when it moved slightly further away, to perch on the skyline before it too moved off. We
continued through Uig and just before we pulled over at Ardroil a Golden Eagle was seen hunting
low over the rocky moorland, close to the road. This was fast turning in to the day of the eagles! We
took a walk along the dunes at Ardroil which produced 5 Golden Plover, a few Ringed Plovers, and a
distant Greenshank before we continued towards Mangersta. As we turned to head west off the
main road another Golden Eagle was spotted heading low behind the small hill to our left. We pulled
over as it flew in front of us and started to hunt the hillside of Taireabhal. It landed on the rocks at
close range and we got some superb views through the scope as it spent the next 20 minutes
hunting and perching on the hill opposite us. At one point whilst watching it perched an otter
appeared amongst the rocks. It quickly disappeared only to reappear, flushing the eagle from its
perch. In the excitement we unfortunately quickly lost sight of the otter but the eagle remained on
view. It took to the air once again suddenly putting on a turn of speed as it flushed a Red Grouse
from the hill it was hunting although the grouse was well away before it had an opportunity to grab
it. Eventually it drifted across the road and back towards the hills. We made our way on to the
headland at Mangersta and spent some times looking out to sea for any passing birds. Gannets and a
few auks flew past and a Great Northern Diver flew south although little else was moving. A
Wheatear was hopping about amongst the rocks near where we’d parked when a flock of Golden
Plover took off from somewhere to the south. These were quickly followed by a Peregrine Falcon
that came shooting over in pursuit of one of the plovers. Following the excitement we made our way
back to the road, noting a Golden Eagle again hunting around the township of Mangertsa. A short
walk at Carinish took us to a lovely, secluded and very scenic bay where we spotted a few Redbreasted Mergansers fishing close to the shore. We had a quick look at Gallan Head where we had a
few Wheatears although little else before we moved on to our lunch spot at Cliff on the Valtos
Estate.
Cliff was a little more sheltered from the wind than where we’d been and we spotted 4 Redthroated Divers off-shore and a few Twite around the hillside whilst we were enjoying our lunch.
Post lunch we moved on to Berie Sands where we found a decent selection of birds on the sea. 18
Black-throated Divers showed well, fairly close in-shore whilst other birds included Red-throated
Divers, a winter plumage Great Northern Diver, Slavonian Grebes, Eiders, Guillemot, Razorbill and
Black Guillemot. After a good look at the divers we made our way around the rest of the small Valtos
Estate picking up a Peregrine hanging in the air and showing well at Reef before it moved off to the
west and we returned to the main road. Our last stop was at Callanish where we took a walk along
the edge of the loch in search of otters. As it happens our luck was in and we soon spotted one
feeding on the rocks by a small island to the south. We could clearly make it out through the scope
as it returned to the water before coming back out with another catch. It then slowly made its way
towards us and we got down by the bank as it approached us. It surfaced very close and
unfortunately caught sight of us as it did so. It looked at us for around 30 seconds before diving once
more with its catch and promptly disappeared. Bird wise we picked up Redshanks, Greenshank,
Ringed Plover and Dunlin before taking a look around the Callanish Stones.
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Black-throated Divers (Mick Temple)

Otter (Steve Duffield)
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20th September:
Weather: It was initially wet early morning but it soon dried up with sunny spells in the morning and
a force 4 – 5 south-westerly wind.
We returned to the top of Lewis this morning and started our day at the Butt where we found
numerous Rock Pipits as well as Wheatears and a Willow Warbler in the lighthouse compound. Offshore a single Red-throated Diver and Great Northern Diver flew past along with Gannets,
Kittiwakes, Fulmar, Guillemots and Razorbills. We also spotted 3+ Harbour Porpoise near the Butt
and had a close fly past by a juvenile Peregrine. At Eoropie we found a flock of 2 – 300 Golden Plover
with a single Ruff amongst them whilst a Kestrel was a very rare sight here. We also came across a
flock of 40+ Twite with a Linnet tucked away amongst them at Lional before taking a look at Loch
Stiapabhat. A few Wigeon were on the loch along with Teal, Mute Swan and a few Snipe and Curlews
were hidden along the bank. After a lunch break in the hide here we moved on to Port of Ness
where we found 3 Great Northern Divers in the bay. We had a look on the machair at Ness Cemetery
but had little apart from Golden Plover and a Wheatear.

Willow Warbler (Mick Temple)

We began to make our way south calling in at Melbost first where we found a Lapland Bunting, 4
Wheatears, 6 Twite and the usual Rock and Meadow Pipits. A stop at Siadar produced an adult and a
juvenile White-tailed Eagle perched on the headland to the south whilst on the storm beach we
found Wigeon, Redshank and Curlews. Continuing along the north-west coast we called in at Barvas
and took a walk across the machair. As we were about to stop a Merlin attacked a juvenile Peregrine
in front of the bus on the shingle bank before shooting off across the machair. A walk to the coast
produced an array of gulls as well as a couple of Sanderling and a Greenshank on the sandy shore of
the loch. Our final stop was at Loch Shawbost where we had great views of around 80 Golden Plover
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tucked in amongst the rocks as well as 3 Turnstone, Redshank, Dunlin, Ringed Plover and a few
Sanderlings.
21st September:
Weather: Very light south-westerly wind and mostly sunny with a little cloud in the afternoon.
Our final day in Lewis was very calm so we made our way to the east coast and Tiumpan Head to see
if we could catch up with some cetacean activity. On route across the island we took the Pentland
Road where the day started well with a perched Golden Eagle on a hillock to the south. On arrival at
Tiumpan around 10 am we soon started picking up dolphins and during the next hour or so we
found an excellent array with 5 or 6 Risso’s Dolphins, some distant Common Dolphins, 6 White-sided
Dolphins, Harbour Porpoise and at least 1, probably 2 Minke Whales. We also spotted a reasonable
variety of birds with a Knot amongst 40 Turnstones on the rocks below us as well as our only Lesser
Black-backed Gull of the week. Off-shore we spotted Great Skuas, Gannets, Shags, Kittiwakes, Black
Guillemot, Guillemot and Razorbills. Back on the headland we found Rock Pipits as well as a mixed
party of finches that contained Twite, Linnet and Goldfinch which periodically showed well perched
on overhead wires. We next made our way back towards Stornoway, pausing on the Braighe by Loch
Branahuie. 13 Black-tailed Godwits and a Bar-tailed Godwit were on the grass whilst to the south we
saw a group of 8 Black-throated Divers on the sea as well as a Red-throated Diver. 2 Slavonian
Grebes were on the freshwater loch whilst to the north, Broad Bay held 4 Common Scoters, Great
Northern Divers, Dunlin and Ringed Plover. Our final stop of the morning was at Steinish where we
explored the tidal area for waders although there was little present. Dunlin and Ringed Plover were
seen in the distance whilst Redshank, Bar-tailed Godwits and Curlew were closer to. We couldn’t
find much else so headed back to the bus where a couple of Blue Tits were flitting around the
willows with a Goldcrest. The former has a very restricted range in the Outer Hebrides and is chiefly
found around Stornoway.
We headed to Garry Beach near North Tolsta for lunch noting a large flock of 5 – 600 Shags and 3
Whooper Swans close in-shore on the way there. After our packed lunch we took a walk towards the
shore where we found large numbers of gulls feeding along the tide edge including a juvenile
Bonaparte’s Gull (a rare North American visitor to the UK). As Mick and Steve were photographing
the gull an immature White-tailed Eagle flew overhead and another 3 or 4 eagles were spotted
whilst the photographers were engrossed in their quarry. Leaving the east side of Lewis we made
our way across to the west side and returned for another visit to Loch Ordais at Bragar. A couple of
Swallows were flying around the village whilst down on the shore a Sparrowhawk shot across the
bay chasing waders. Dunlin, Ringed Plover, Curlew, Bar-tailed Godwit and Golden Plover were all
present along with a lone immature Shelduck that was loafing on the bank. We finished with a brief
visit to the bay at Dalbeg in the superb, evening light and retired to the hotel for our final evening
meal before heading home.
22nd September:
Weather: A moderate south-south-easterly wind with low cloud and overcast conditions.
An early start was needed this morning so that we could connect with the 7 am sailing from
Stornoway – Ullapool. The crossing was fairly smooth if a little choppy and we spotted lots of
Kittiwakes with the majority being juveniles. We also had at least 3 Storm Petrels with one showing
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relatively well close to the ferry, plus plenty of Gannets, Razorbills and Guillemots. We also saw
several Great Skuas and around 15 Arctic Skuas with the majority of the skuas being found on the
mainland side of the journey. We also spotted several small schools of Common Dolphins and a few
Harbour Porpoise once we reached Loch Broom. As we entered the mouth of the loch we also had
our final views of White-tailed Eagles as 2 birds hung in the air on the southern side over the hills.
We made our way back to Inverness and said our goodbyes as we went our separate ways after an
excellent week in the northern Outer Hebrides.

Arctic Skuas with Kittiwake (Mick Temple)

Species List:
Mute Swan

Seen at Loch Stiapabhat only

Whooper Swan

Seen on 3 dates with a family party of 4 on Loch an Dunain, outside
the hotel 18th and 3 on the sea at North Tolsta, 21st

Greylag Goose

Common

Pink-footed Goose

A small flock over Inverness, 16th and 1 at Northton, Harris, 18th

Shelduck

Seen at Loch Ordais only

Mallard

Common

Wigeon

Small numbers were seen on 4 dates

Teal

Small numbers were seen on 4 dates

Tufted Duck

Seen every day in small numbers
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Eider

Seen on 3 dates with good numbers in Sound of Taransay and at
Berie Sands

Common Scoter

150 were in the Sound of Taransay, 18th and 4 were in Broad Bay,
21st

Long-tailed Duck

1 was with Common Scoters in Sound of Taransay, 18th

Red-breasted Merganser

Seen on 4 dates in small numbers

Red Grouse

1 was flushed by a Golden Eagle that temporarily gave chase near
Mangersta, 18th

Red-throated Diver

Seen most days

Black-throated Diver

18 were off Berie Sands and 8 were off the Braighe

Great Northern Diver

Small numbers were seen almost every day

Little Grebe

1 was on Loch Stiapabhat and 1 outside the hotel in Carloway

Fulmar

Common off-shore

Manx Shearwater

A few were seen off the Butt, 17th (Steve only)

Storm Petrel

Around 20 were seen on the crossing between Ullapool –
Stornoway, 16th and at least 3 on the return leg, 22nd

Leach’s Petrel

3 feeding together with Kittiwakes not far from Stornoway on 16th
(Steve only)

Gannet

Common off-shore

Cormorant

Common

Shag

Common with 5 – 600 in a tight flock off Traigh Mhor

Grey Heron

Seen every day in small numbers

White-tailed Eagle

Seen every day apart from 17th with 4 on 18th and 2 at the mouth of
Loch Broom on the return ferry journey, 22nd

Golden Eagle

Seen on 4 dates during the week with a maximum of 8 on 18th and
some excellent views of 1 that was flushed by an otter near
Mangersta

Buzzard

Seen every day

Kestrel

1 at Eoropie, 20th was a rare sight here

Peregrine Falcon

Seen on 3 dates with 2 each on 19th and 20th

Merlin

1 was seen attacking a Peregrine at Barvas, 20th

Moorhen

Only seen at Loch Stiapabhat

Oystercatcher

Very common

Ringed Plover

Common

Golden Plover

Seen every day
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Lapwing

Seen virtually every day

Knot

1 was on rocks at Tiumpan Head, 21st

Sanderling

Seen at Loch Ordais and Loch Shawbost

Dunlin

Seen on 4 dates in small numbers

Redshank

Fairly common

Greenshank

Small numbers were noted on 2 dates

Black-tailed Godwit

Seen on 3 days during the week with 15 by Loch Branahuie

Bar-tailed Godwit

1 was with Black-tailed Godwits at Loch Branahuie

Curlew

Seen every day

Snipe

Small numbers were noted on 4 dates

Ruff

2 were seen in Ness, 17th and 1 on 20th

Great Skua

Seen on the ferry crossing as well as from the Butt and off Tiumpan
Head

Pomarine Skua

1 was seen from the Ullapool – Stornoway crossing

Arctic Skua

Seen from the ferry crossing with the return journey producing
around 15 – 20 individuals

Black-headed Gull

Fairly common

Bonaparte’s Gull

A juvenile / 1st winter was found at Garry Beach near North Tolsta,
21st

Common Gull

Common

Herring Gull

Common

Lesser Black-backed Gull

1 was on rocks at Tiumpan Head, 21st

Great Black-backed Gull

Common

Kittiwake

Seen daily

Arctic Tern

5 were seen from the Ullapool – Stornoway crossing and 2 were in
Sound of Taransay, 18th

Black Guillemot

Small numbers were seen on 3 dates

Guillemot

Seen daily

Razorbill

Seen daily and by far the commonest auk encountered

Rock Dove

Common

Wood Pigeon

Seen around Stornoway

Collared Dove

Noted in Stornoway and Ness

Skylark

Seen on 3 dates

Swallow

Still reasonable numbers around with sightings on 4 dates

www.western-isles-wildlife.com

Rock Pipit

Small numbers seen daily

Meadow Pipit

Common

Pied Wagtail

Seen every day and widespread

Dipper

1 was seen on a roadside loch at Cleit Ard, Harris, 18th and another
on the stream running into Carloway, 21st

Hebridean Wren

Occasionally seen and regularly singing outside the hotel

Hebridean Dunnock

Noted on 2 dates

Robin

Seen daily with birds singing around the hotel

Wheatear

Fairly common and widespread

Stonechat

Seen every day

Hebridean Song Thrush

Seen virtually every day

Redwing

1 by the road and on wires at Habost, Ness, 17th

Blackbird

Noted daily

Willow Warbler

1 was in the lighthouse compound at the Butt, 20th

Yellow-browed Warbler

1 was seen at the end of the road at Luskentyre, 18th

Goldcrest

Heard on 14th

Blue Tit

Birds were present at Steinish, 21st

Jackdaw

Noted around Stornoway

Rook

Seen in the Stornoway area

Hooded Crow

Seen every day

Raven

Common

Hebridean Starling

Very common

House Sparrow

Common

Chaffinch

Seen on a couple of dates

Linnet

Noted on 4 dates

Twite

Fairly common and seen almost every day

Redpoll

Heard calling 18th

Goldfinch

Seen virtually every day in small numbers

Greenfinch

Small numbers were noted every day during the week

Reed Bunting

1 or 2 were seen on 3 dates

Lapland Bunting

7 were at the Butt, 17th with 1 eventually showing well for everyone
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Mammals:
European Otter

1 clambering amongst rocks on a hillside flushing a Golden Eagle
near Mangersta was rather unusual whilst another seen well at
close range at Calanais was a more normal sighting

Grey Seal

Seen off the Butt of Lewis

Harbour Porpoise

Seen on 5 dates

Common Dolphin

Seen well from the both ferry crossings and more distantly off
Tiumpan Head, 21st

White-sided Dolphin

At least 5 were feeding off Tiumpan Head, 21st

Risso’s Dolphin

Seen well at the Butt and off Tiumpan Head

Minke Whale

1 probably 2 individuals were glimpsed off Tiumpan Head, 21st

Red Deer

Noted on 2 dates in Lewis

Rabbit

Common

Insects:
Red Admiral
Grey Chi
Autumn Green Carpet
July Highflyer
Small Wainscot
Rosy Rustic
Autumnal Rustic
Square-spot Rustic
Haworth’s Minor
Moss Carder Bumblebee
Common Carder Bumblebee
White-tailed Bumblebee
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Sound of Taransay (Steve Duffield)

Birding at Berie Sands (Steve Duffield)
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Hebridean Wren (Mick Temple)

Whooper Swans (Mick Temple)
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Wheatear (Mick Temple)

Lapland Bunting (Steve Duffield)
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Yellow-browed Warbler (Steve Duffield)

White-tailed Eagle (Steve Duffield)
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Peregrine Falcon (Steve Duffield)

Bonaparte’s Gull (Steve Duffield)
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