Midsummer Special
18th – 23rd June 2018
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Summary: We had an excellent week in the southern Outer Hebrides with bird of the week going to
Short-eared Owl which we saw every day of the trip with some excellent views both perched and in
flight. These lovely owls are common in the islands and always feature strongly on trips at this time
of year as they try to keep up with the demands of their hungry young. Other young birds were
evident everywhere we went with lots of Redshanks and Oystercatchers noisily advertising their
presence whilst the rare breeding Red-necked Phalaropes were also seen very well at their regular
site with at least 2 female present. The frequently breezy conditions kept any midges down but also
meant that unfortunately our trip to Mingulay was cancelled due to the swell and rough sea
conditions. We did make the most of our time on Barra though where we managed to see 2 calling
Corncrakes which is not easy at this time of year and during our last moments on the island
managed to also catch up with the stunning, adult Rose-coloured Starling which was a real treat. A
shorter boat trip was taken around Ronay on the Lady Anne and as usual this provided us with some
excellent views of Red-throated Diver and Black-throated Diver as well as of course White-tailed
Eagle and an Arctic Skua chasing terns. Golden Eagle and White-tailed Eagle were also seen at
various other locations with the latter observed at very close range on South Uist where it was seen
to take a small Greylag Goose gosling before tearing it apart on the far bank of the loch. It was
awesome to see this bird at such close range hunting close to the road and a rare chance to study it
so well. We also saw the regular mammals with some nice views of otters including 2 families with
one in Loch Bee and the other at Loch Eynort. We also watched one otter interacting with an angry
Mute Swan on Loch Sandary on our final morning which was great fun for us although not so much
so for the swan. It was an excellent week with lots of fun and great wildlife.
Leader: Steve Duffield
Participants: Rona and Mike Hodges, Angela and Stewart Wilson, Virgil Frizzell and Deborah
Leiderman.

Daily Dairy:
18th June:
Weather: Strong to gale force south-south-westerly winds with sunny spells and occasional showers.
Rona and Mike arrived off the early morning flight from Glasgow on time and we set off south to
meet Virgil and Deborah who were staying at a guesthouse in Lochboisdale. On route as we passed
Kildonan a Short-eared Owl appeared at the side of the road and passed very low across in front of
us probably not more than 12 feet from the vehicle providing some excellent views and making
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binoculars superfluous on this occasion! Once we had Virgil and Deborah on board we made our way
back north, stopping to look at a Red-throated Diver on the loch at Mishgarry before taking the
turning to Loch Eynort. Here we parked at the end of the road and took a walk through the wooded
garden by the tidal loch that held another 2 or 3 Red-throated Divers as well as a couple of Redbreasted Mergansers. Deborah pointed out a large raptor as we made our way around the paths
which turned out to be a superb, adult White-tailed Eagle passing directly overhead. Other birds
noted here included Willow Warbler, Goldcrest and Dunnock, amongst many others. We made our
way back to Kildonan café to use the facilities and whilst Virgil and I waited outside an Arctic Skua
flew past. Nearby Ardvule was pretty exposed in the strong wind and we didn’t see anything unusual
although lots of gulls were on the shore and both Harbour and Grey Seals were seen. We returned to
the road and made our way to Aird-mhicheal where we had our lunch in the shelter of the cemetery
wall, overlooking a fine bay.
During lunch Steve noted a distant immature Iceland Gull in flight to the north so once we had
finished our packed lunch we made our way to Stoneybridge where the gull had apparently landed
although as we arrived the rain started and we retreated to the bus and decided to carry on north to
the most northerly tip of the island at Ardivachar. Lots more gulls were also present here and again a
distant white gull disappeared around a headland before anyone but Steve spotted it. A small flock
of Bar-tailed Godwits were seen in flight and lots of Ravens were also feeding on the seaweed. We
made our way to nearby Ardkenneth by the church looking over the north-west corner of Loch Bee.
Here we spotted an otter in the water that made its way to the bank where it was joined by a second
cub and they started wrestling for a while until mum turned up with a meal which she dropped off
before heading back out to fish once more. We left the otters playing in the water and made our
way along the drive when a ringtail Hen Harrier appeared out of the iris close to the bus, providing
some excellent, if brief views before dropping back out of sight. A Great Skua was seen over Nunton
whilst dropping bags off at one of the guesthouses before we all took a look at the regular phalarope
site which produced good views of 2 females and a male in a pool close to the road. Finally before
meeting the last 2 participants, Angle and Stewart off the late afternoon flight from Glasgow we had
a quick look at the shoreline in Balivanich where we spotted a couple of Sanderling and Ringed
Plover.
19th June:
Weather: A moderate north-westerly wind eased in the afternoon. Sunny spells in the morning led
to more cloudy conditions in the afternoon.
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We set off past Stinky Bay this morning as we approached a Peregrine Falcon was heading the other
way and although the views were brief they were very good. From here we made our way north
picking up a male Hen Harrier at the roadside as we passed Claddach Kirkibost. A little further along
the road at Bayhead we got some prolonged views of a Short-eared Owl hunting which with the
harrier made a great start to the day. We were making our way to the RSPB site at Balranald where
we soon picked up one of our target birds, a Corn Bunting singing from wires opposite the campsite.
A couple of Twite also flew past as we made our way to the coast and took a walk onto the headland
at Aird an Runair. A Little Tern flew past whilst lots of Arctic Terns were nesting on the headland
where they could be seen feeding small chicks as they came and went. We also noted Dunlin, Ringed
Plover, Turnstones (one or two of which were in breeding plumage) and Rock Pipits along the coast
whilst offshore were Gannets, a Kittiwake and a Razorbill. We also saw a few Sand Martins and
Swallows and a White Wagtail amongst the Pied Wagtails present. We could also hear the distinctive
sound of a calling Corncrake as well as one by the visitor centre although both remained well hidden
in the long grass. We drove back past the visitor centre, pausing at Loch na Reivil where we picked
up lots of Tufted Ducks, Wigeon, Gadwall, a Shoveler with young and Little Grebe. We then made
our way around the north-west side of the island until turning off for Griminish Pier where we
enjoyed our packed lunch.

Arctic Tern
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Whilst at Griminish Pier we had some great views of Little Terns fishing in the channel between here
and Vallay Island. We also spotted a distant summer plumage Great Northern Diver, Gannets and a
couple of Kittiwakes before we moved on. Our next stop was my the memorial plantation at
Grenitote where we picked up a couple of Bar-tailed Godwits, Curlew, Eider and a lovely, perched
male Lesser Redpoll. A Buzzard caused mayhem amongst the breeding waders and gulls as it dived
into the gull colony coming out with a small chick, much to the distaste of the other birds present.
We also had views of 3 Red Deer stags that were on the skyline to the north. We continued around
the north coast until we reached Lochmaddy where we took a walk to the bay. 2 Red-throated
Divers were showing well on the water and another 2 flew over whilst Shag and Common Terns
were fishing in the area. A brief Golden Eagle was seen over the hills in the distance to the south
followed by another to the north-east although unfortunately both disappeared before we could all
get a look at them. We made our way south from Lochmaddy and just on the edge of town had
superb views of a Short-eared Owl flying alongside the bus for around half a mile as it flew parallel
with the bus until it swerved off its track as a male Hen Harrier appeared briefly. Our next
destination was Langass where we took a walk to Pobhull Fhinn; a standing stone circle on the
hillside overlooking Loch Langass. A couple of Siskins were in the conifers and we could hear several
Goldcrests calling. A couple of Red-breasted Mergansers were on the loch whilst Buzzard and
Stonechats were also seen although the show was stolen by a fly-by Arctic Skua that gave some
great views as it passed close by. We returned to the bus and made our way to Peter’s Port on the
east side of Benbecula which was pretty quiet apart from a couple of Black Guillemots and Rock
Pipits. Finally on the way back to the guesthouses we picked up 2 Short-eared Owls, one of which
was perched on a fence post on the roadside where we got some very nice views before finishing
with 2 drake Teal on Loch Mor.
20th June:
Weather: Moderate westerly winds and sunny throughout much of the day.
We made our way straight for Loch Eynort this morning, passing a hunting Short-eared Owl by the
road for Loch Carnan. At Loch Eynort we soon spotted lots of Harbour Seals and were just in time to
see a couple of otters disappearing close in along the north shore. We worked our way back along
the road and soon found them once again although it was soon apparent that there were actually 3
otters; a mother and 2 small cubs. We got some excellent views of the family as they came in and
out of the water onto the seaweed covered rocks below our position for around 15 minutes before
they moved off. We also spotted a Red-throated Diver, a singing Whitethroat, a Lesser Redpoll and a
couple of Common Terns whilst tracking the otter family. Happy with our haul of animals and birds
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we made our way to the coast at Kildonan where a Harbour Seal was suckling her new born pup on
some tidal rocks. 2 winter plumage Great Northern Divers were seen on the sea to the north whilst a
distant Short-eared Owl was hunting the fields inland. We made our way back north with the bus
and stopped for a short walk along the coast at Stoneybridge. A few Eiders were offshore whilst lots
of Greylag Geese with goslings were on the small freshwater loch although there was little else so
we continued north. As we were passing Loch Rog at Howbeg we suddenly pulled to a halt as an
immature White-tailed Eagle was hanging in the air close to the roadside. It completely ignored us as
it concentrated on its prey, a Greylag Goose gosling which it eventually plucked from the water as an
entourage of angry waders and gulls mobbed it. It then flew to the other side of the loch where we
watched it through the scope as it tore apart and consumed its catch. Excitement over we made our
way to Druidibeg to have some lunch of our own by the plantation. A male Whitethroat was singing
and a Cuckoo was heard calling during our packed lunch. A short walk in the same area revealed a
Willow Warbler and brief views of a sharp-winged bird on the way back by most of the group which
was probably the Cuckoo in flight.

Four-spotted Chaser

After lunch we headed back to Benbecula where we found Little Grebe, Tufted Ducks and Sand
Martins at Coot Loch before taking a walk along the Ruabhal track from Market Stance. A male Twite
was feeding on the track and various Stonechats were seen including a simply stunning male. As the
track bent around to the north we stopped to scan the moorland to the east and got some
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reasonable views of 2 Golden Eagles hunting over the area. We watched these for a while through
the scope and were just about to go when 2 Black-throated Divers flew in to the loch below our
position. They landed on the water in the distance and we managed to get the scope on them
although they didn’t stay in view for long as they swam into a hidden arm of the loch where the
water must have been much calmer, rounding off another excellent day in the field.

Large Heath

21st June:
Weather: Strong north-westerly winds and sunny throughout.
Some of the group decided they didn’t want the early morning start and attempt at visiting Mingulay
and opted to catch the bus to Eriskay and ferry to Barra later in the day. Deborah, Virgil and Mike
came with me on the ferry leaving for Barra at 08:10 am; noting a hunting Short-eared Owl on our
way south. The ferry crossing produced a winter plumage Great Northern Diver, an Arctic Skua,
Gannets, Common Tern and Grey Seals before arriving at Ardmhor around 08:50 am. From here we
made our way to Castlebay via Borve, hoping to pick up the Rose-coloured Starling on route. The
starling remained elusive and unfortunately we also discovered that the trip to Mingulay had also
been cancelled due to the swell and rough sea conditions. We were pretty disappointed but decided
to make the most of our day on Barra and explore the island. On the west side at Cleat we picked up
2 Whimbrel, a Ringed Plover and plenty of Fulmars before we made our way via the airport café to
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Eoligarry. Near the peir we managed to get some good views of a male Corncrake calling as he
wandered around the long grass and herbs. Luckily he made his way into a more open area so that
we could see him from the minibus for a while before he headed off into deeper vegetation. Further
along the road another male could be heard calling from near the campsite and as luck would have it
Mike managed to pick it up half way across the field where it was stood in the open, slightly elevated
above the surrounding vegetation for a while before he also wandered into deeper stuff.

Corncrake

We met the rest of the group off the early afternoon ferry from Eriskay and made our way back to
Castlebay, where we spotted a handful of Black Guillemots around Kisimul Castle. We took a lovely
walk onto the machair at Vatersay, overlooking Sandary before making our way back up the west
side and a mad dash across Borve machair to connect with the Rose-coloured Starling amongst a
flock of its commoner cousins. This was a new bird for virtually everyone and stood out superbly
amongst the dark Hebridean Starlings. Other birds we saw on Barra included Wood Pigeon, Reed
Bunting, Common Sandpiper, Razorbill, Shag, Linnets, Skylarks, Eiders, Arctic Terns and Buzzard
amongst others. We caught the ferry back from Ardmhor, Barra in the late afternoon and this time
picked up some close Black Guillemots, Razorbills, Guillemots, Gannets and 2 Great Northern Divers
(one in summer plumage) on the crossing. We also saw 2 Golden Eagles circling around and hunting
over the southern end of Eriskay as we approached the island rounding off an excellent day despite
our trip to Mingulay being cancelled.
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Hebridean Spotted Orchid

22nd June:
Weather: Moderate westerly wind with both sunny and cloudy spells.
To make up for our missing boat trip we booked on the Ronay trip on the Lady Anne that sails from
Kallin. This wasn’t due to leave until midday so we first took a look at the regular phalarope site
where we got excellent views of 2 female Red-necked Phalaropes as well as Snipe, Dunlin, Wigeon
and a Buzzard. We moved on to Loch Carnan at the northern end of South Uist where we first
spotted a Short-eared Owl perched on a heather mound where it provided some great views before
a little further down the same road we discovered a calling Golden Plover that was doing pretty
much the same thing as the owl. Continuing down the road a Cuckoo darted across, low down
before settling on a rock where it allowed us all to study the bird as it crouched on a rock around 40
feet away. Finally at the end of the road we spotted an adult White-tailed Eagle that was perched on
a distant headland overlooking the Minch. By the time we’d watched the eagle for a while it was
time to head for Grimsay and our boat trip.
We left around midday and completed a circuit of the neighbouring island of Ronay. As usual it was a
great trip and we must have seen around 14 – 20 Red-throated Divers, 7 Black-throated Divers,
Kestrel, Common Tern, Arctic Tern and a very active Arctic Skua seen in hot pursuit of the terns. We
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also got some superb views of 2 adult White-tailed Eagles that were attending the 2 large chicks they
had in their eerie on the north side of the island. Steve also managed to spot an otter although it
remained elusive to others on the trip whilst Red Deer, Harbour Seals and good numbers of Grey
Seals were also picked up during the sailing. Nick (the skipper) got us back to Kallin around 2 pm and
we made our way to Baleshare where we had a cuppa, looking down the shore. 4 Gadwall were seen
in flight over one of the fresh water lochs on the island and a distant male Hen Harrier was being
mobbed by various waders before we took a walk at Langass Wood. We finished the day with some
admiration for the life-size wood carving of Hercules the bear as well as a family of Goldcrests, 3
Siskins and a couple of Common Darter dragonflies and the large Common Hawker in the shelter of
the trees.

Red-necked Phalarope

23rd June:
Weather: Murky and wet conditions in the morning at first although this soon cleared to become
brighter and dry with a moderate westerly wind.
We made our way to Balranald this morning where we heard a couple of Corncrakes calling and
although one by the visitor centre we very close it proved impossible to see. On the approach a
Snipe was seen preening on the side of the road where it showed very well before heading off into
the marsh with a second individual. Out on the coast gulls were gathered on the seaweed although
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as we began our walk onto the headland the rain came on heavily with most of the group opting for
the shelter of the minibus. Virgil and I continued to the shore and got some good views of a 2nd
summer Glaucous Gull that showed well and as a bonus the rain eased as we made our way back
with 2 Dunlin seen at close range. We drove back along the bumpy track to the road and made our
way to Loch na Reivil, Hougharry. A Little Grebe was seen out on the water along with Tufted Ducks,
Gadwall and Wigeon. Not far away we had a good look at 2 Whooper Swans on Loch Scarie before
continuing to Loch Sandary. A couple of Tufted Ducks were present although most birds were close
to the bank and it soon became evident why when we spotted an otter feeding in the loch. It
approached a lone Mute Swan that didn’t take kindly to its presence as it raised itself high in the
water, flapping as it did so. The otter appeared close by although the swan wasn’t happy with it and
swam towards it although the otter moved off apparently unconcerned by the encounter. Sand
Martins were also hawking over the water and a Snipe was seen on a post by the track. As we left an
alarming Blackbirds drew our attention to a female Sparrowhawk which provided some excellent
views as it perched in a low tree in a garden close to Sandary. It was nearly time for Virgil and
Deborah to leave so we made our way back to Benebecula airport although as we passed Carinish a
final Short-eared Owl flew high over the road. We sadly said our goodbyes to Virgil and Deborah and
made our way to Loch Eynort for our packed lunch.
Not long after parking at the end of the road we spotted a family of 3 otters rubbing and playing on a
small rock covered in seaweed just south of our parking place. They showed well for around 20
minutes as we enjoyed some good views through the scope until eventually they made their way
along the norther fringe of the tidal loch. Lots of Harbour Seals were also present and we also noted
a few Red-throated Divers, including one that was calling in the distance. Other birds here included
Goldcrest, Willow Warbler, Robin, Goldfinch and Red-breasted Merganser amongst many others. We
made our way north once more to the southern side of Loch Bee where both Ringed Plover and
Dunlin were seen on the muddy edge as well as some small Redshank chicks and lots of Mute Swans.
We drove up the western side of the loch to Ardivachar where lots of gulls and Ravens were feeding
amongst the seaweed whilst several Grey Seals were bobbing in the sea. A few Eiders were also
present whilst a Little Tern flew past us near North Bay. Finally we took a look off Balgarva where a
male Eider showed well and a Razorbill appeared briefly, followed with a stop at nearby Hebridean
Jewellery satisfying those who were looking for gifts. Finally we said our goodbyes as Stewart,
Angela, Rona and Mike headed for Stepping Stones Restaurant after an excellent week in Uist.

www.western-isles-wildlife.com

Species List:
Mute Swan

Common and seen every day with large numbers on Loch Bee

Whooper Swan

Small numbers were seen on 2 dates

Greylag Goose

Common

Shelduck

Commonly seen with broods of ducklings in tow

Mallard

Common

Gadwall

Noted on 3 dates

Shoveler

Seen on 19th with ducklings at Hougharry

Wigeon

Small numbers were seen on 4 dates

Teal

Small numbers seen on 4 days

Tufted Duck

Common and seen every day

Eider

Common

Red-breasted Merganser

Seen every day in small numbers

Red-throated Diver

Seen almost daily with birds heard calling on 23rd

Black-throated Diver

2 were seen in east Benbecula and around 7 from the Lady Anne
boat trip

Great Northern Diver

Small numbers were seen on 3 dates

Little Grebe

Fairly common and seen regularly

Fulmar

Seen at Cleat, Barra

Manx Shearwater

Steve spotted some offshore at Ardvule on 18th

Gannet

Common off-shore

Cormorant

Common

Shag

Seen on 3 dates with direct comparison with Cormorants at times

Grey Heron

Common

White-tailed Eagle

Seen on 3 dates

Golden Eagle

Seen on 2 dates with 2 birds on each occasion

Hen Harrier

Seen in small numbers on 4 dates and occasionally around the
guesthouse

Buzzard

Common

Sparrowhawk

A female was seen well, perched near Loch Sandary on 23rd

Kestrel

Seen on 4 days

Peregrine Falcon

Brief views of 1 from the bus at Stinky Bay, 19th
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Corncrake

Heard calling but also seen well at Eilogarry, Barra on 21st

Oystercatcher

Very common

Ringed Plover

Common

Golden Plover

Seen from the Loch Carnan road, 22nd

Lapwing

Common

Sanderling

A few were seen on the 18th in the morning in South Uist

Turnstone

Small numbers were seen at Balranald

Dunlin

Seen in small numbers

Common Sandpiper

Noted on 3 dates

Redshank

Very common

Bar-tailed Godwit

Winter plumage birds were seen on 18th and 19th

Curlew

Fairly common and seen most days

Whimbrel

Two were at Cleat, Barra, 21st

Snipe

Common

Red-necked Phalarope

Good views were had on two dates at their regular site

Great Skua

Seen on 18th and 21st

Arctic Skua

Small numbers were seen most days with good views from the Lady
Anne boat trip

Black-headed Gull

Common

Common Gull

Very common

Herring Gull

Common

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Fairly common

Great Black-backed Gull

Common

Glaucous Gull

A 2nd summer was seen at Aird an Runair, Balranald, 23rd

Kittiwake

Noted on 19th only

Common Tern

Seen daily

Arctic Tern

Common with chicks seen at Balranald

Little Tern

Small numbers were seen on 2 dates

Black Guillemot

Seen well on 3 dates

Guillemot

Seen in the Sound of Barra

Razorbill

Occasionally seen off-shore

Rock Dove

Very common

Collared Dove

Fairly common
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Cuckoo

Seen very well, perched on 22nd with others heard

Short-eared Owl

Seen on every day of the trip

Skylark

Common

Swallow

Common and seen daily

Sand Martin

Seen every day

Rock Pipit

Small numbers seen on 3 days

Meadow Pipit

Common

Pied Wagtail

Seen every day

Hebridean Wren

Common

Hebridean Dunnock

Noted virtually daily

Robin

Seen on 4 dates

Wheatear

Common with some juveniles spotted

Stonechat

Seen every day

Hebridean Song Thrush

Not uncommon around gardens

Blackbird

Common

Whitethroat

Singing birds were noted at 3 sites

Sedge Warbler

Occasionally heard

Willow Warbler

Fairly common at a couple of locations

Goldcrest

Seen around conifer plantations

Hooded Crow

Seen almost every day and increasing in the islands

Raven

Common

Hebridean Starling

Very common

Rose-coloured Starling

An adult was at Borve, Barra during our visit on 21st

House Sparrow

Common

Chaffinch

Noted most days

Linnet

Fairly common

Twite

Small numbers noted on 4 dates

Lesser Redpoll

Seen on 2 dates in small numbers

Siskin

3 were seen in Langass Wood, 22nd

Goldfinch

Seen daily

Greenfinch

Seen on 2 dates

Reed Bunting

Noted on 21st

www.western-isles-wildlife.com

Corn Bunting

Seen and heard at Balranald

Mammals:
Otter

A family of 3 were seen at the north-west end of Loch Bee and
another family of 3 at Loch Eynort as well as 1 fishing in Loch
Sandary

Grey Seal

Common

Harbour Seal

Common in more sheltered bays / lochs with 1 seen with a small
pup on the coast at Kildonan

Red Deer

Seen on 2 dates although quite common

Rabbit

Common

Insects:
Green-veined White
Large Heath
Small Heath
Four-spotted Chaser
Common Hawker
Common Darter

Plants:
Rest Harrow
Tansy
Common Spotted Orchid
Heath Spotted Orchid
Northern Marsh Orchid
Early Marsh Orchid
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White-tailed Eagle

Cuckoo
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Arctic Skua

Black-throated Divers
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Red-throated Diver

Steve Duffield
Western Isles Wildlife
7 Carinish, Isle of North Uist, HS6 5HL
Email: steveduffield70@gmail.com
Tel. 01876 580619 / Mobile 07867 555971
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