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Summary: An excellent week in Uist and Benbecula with all the star species showing well 

including Corncrakes on 3 days and Red-necked Phalaropes on 2 days. The short boat trip 

around the island of Ronay was a great success and provided some superb photographic 

opportunities of White-tailed Eagle as well as good views of 3 species of diver, Golden Eagle, a 

ringtail Hen Harrier, over the bow and a Red Deer swimming across a channel towards Eaval. 

Other birds of prey seen during the week included Golden Eagle on 4 out of 6 days, Hen Harrier 

virtually every day and some cracking Short-eared Owls. A few of the more unusual species 

included a stunning summer plumage (red) Ruff in Benbecula, 2 Curlew Sandpipers at Loch 

Paible and a Greenish Warbler on Eriskay; the latter being only the 3rd record for the Outer 

Hebrides. Other highlights during the week included great views of an otter in Lochmaddy 

followed the next day by a family of 3 at Loch Skipport in South Uist with an attendant Hooded 

Crow. All in all it was very enjoyable trip with great company.  

 

Leader: Steve Duffield 

 
Participants: Sally Ducker, Chris Milner, Mary Phipps, David and Brenda Rathmell, Peter 

Donaldson, Christophe Simont and Janet Heath. 

 

Daily Dairy: 

 
29th May:  

Light south-easterly winds and mostly cloudy with some light rain at the end of the day. 

 
Sally arrived on the 28th so we met up in the morning and headed for Stinky Bay where we found 

the usual array of waders including Sanderling, Dunlin and Turnstones as well as Eiders on the 

sea. Nearby Loch Mor provided us with good views of both a male and female Red-necked 

Phalarope along with a male (red) Ruff, Shoveler, Red-breasted Merganser, Snipe; a Buzzard 

with chicks and a distant Short-eared Owl.  We then headed to the airport where we picked up 

Chris, Mary, Christophe and Janet who had all arrived on the flight from Glasgow. Next we 

caught up with Peter at Nunton, dropped some of the bags off at the guesthouse and took a 

walk across Borve machair. 3 Whimbrel were in the fields whilst on the coast we found Dunlin, 

Sanderling, Arctic Terns, Cormorant, Eiders and Red-breasted Mergansers. As we were returning 

to the bus a Peregrine made an appearance which turned out to be the only sighting of the 
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week. We finally met up with the remaining participants, David and Brenda and returned to 

Loch Mor to have our picnic lunch whilst scanning for birds.  This proved very fruitful with good 

views of a male Ruff and a pair of Red-necked Phalaropes that performed very well at close 

range. Snipe were displaying overhead and we also picked up Dunlin, a pair of Wigeon, a distant 

male Hen Harrier and of course the Buzzard nest containing 3 chicks. 

 
Red-necked Phalarope (Steve Duffield) 

 
After a very successful morning we parked near Market Stance and took a walk along the Rueval 

track. A male Hen Harrier was spotted wheeling above us as it attacked a family of Ravens on 

the southern slopes of Rueval whilst one of the lochs nearby held a pair of Black-throated 

Divers. We also picked up a perched Golden Eagle as well as a Greenshank (in flight), Curlew, 

Golden Plover (heard only), Stonechats, Wheatear and Twite rounding off an eventful first day.  

 
 

30th May:  

South-westerly wind with light rain followed by a brief heavier shower before the wind veered 

to the north-west. The wind was strong (around force 7) in the afternoon accompanied by more 

broken cloud and sunny spells.  
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The day began well for Chris and Mary who spotted a male Hen Harrier from the window of 

their guesthouse in Benbecula. Once we had picked everyone up we drove along the Aird road 

where we spotted Shoveler, Wigeon and Tufted Ducks on one of the lochs, plus at least 4 Short-

eared Owls. We then headed for North Uist pausing to use the facilities at Claddach Kirkibost 

where we found 3 Twite feeding on the drive of the house opposite with the male performing a 

display flight as we watched through the scope. A couple of miles further on we called in at Loch 

Sandary where we found a juvenile Glaucous Gull resting on the bank as well as Dunlin, 

Shoveler, Tufted Ducks and good numbers of Swallows and Sand Martins hawking over the 

water. We also heard a Corncrake although the subsequent drive around the Piable Circular 

proved very quiet for them. At the northern end we took the minor road to the southern shore 

of Loch Paible where we managed to spot 2 Curlew Sandpipers feeding on the edge of the high 

water along with plenty of Dunlin, Ringed Plover and Redshanks. We then moved on to 

Balranald where we picked up a singing Corn Bunting by the visitor centre. We could hear a 

couple of Corncrakes calling towards the township of Hougharry so we took the minibus back 

towards the houses and after a short wait managed to get good views of a calling male, close to 

the van. Delighted we headed out to the coast where we had our lunch at Aird an Runair, 

looking out to sea. Not long after arriving we picked up a distant skua that was almost certainly 

a Long-tailed Skua although it was a long way out; whilst better views were obtained of 3 Great 

Northern Divers in the bay as well as a few Arctic Skuas, Fulmars, Gannets, Kittiwake, 2 

Razorbills and Manx Shearwater.  

 

After lunch we took a walk on to the headland where we got some superb views of a pale-phase 

Arctic Skua chasing terns at very close range. Lots of Sanderling, Dunlin, Ringed Plover and 

Turnstones were on the shore and as we turned to head back to the vehicle a Great Skua flew 

north close inshore. We returned along the track past the visitor centre and took the road 

through Hougharry where we scanned Loch na Reivil which held a few Tufted Ducks and Little 

Grebe. As we continued along the road, heading inland we came across an adult Gannet 

flapping about on the verge. Apparently in decent health although curiously stranded, Steve 

grabbed hold of the bird and drove back to the coast with Janet firmly holding onto our new 

passenger. Back in Hougharry Steve released the Gannet on the beach which with a bit of 

persuasion flew onto the sea where it proceeded to take a good bath, apparently unharmed 

after its strange mishap. We continued on our way around the north-west corner of North Uist 
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picking up Common Sandpiper and Greenshank along Claddach Vallay. Finally we headed along 

the Committee Road which was pretty quiet although we did spot a couple of Buzzards and a 

Kestrel at our first location whilst our second stop along the road produced a dark phase Arctic 

Skua being chased by 4 Lapwings across the moor and a few Red Deer.  

 

31st May: 

Light south to south-easterly winds (force 3 / 4) increasing in the afternoon with sunny spells 

and generally warm. 

 
We headed straight for Grimsay this morning to take our boat trip on the Lady Anne with Nick 

Ingledew. We headed around the southern side of Ronay first and up the Minch before taking a 

line through the islands and back along the channel separating Ronay from Grimsay. Plenty of 

Red Deer were seen on the island and a couple of Harbour Seals spotted close up although the 

real highlights were the birds. We soon picked up Black Guillemot, Gannets, Shag and 

Cormorant as well as both Common and Arctic Terns. As we came around the east side of the 

island a distant White-tailed Eagle was over-shadowed by an adult perched on a rocky headland 

by the sea. A hidden bird (the male) flew off but the female stayed put looking on as we sailed 

by. We entered an inlet and as we headed towards the nesting area the female followed us in. 

She circled around the boat before perching on the heather between us and the nest which 

contained a developing chick. Nick threw a fish in and within minutes she was over, plucked it 

from the water and took it straight back to the nest where she immediately started to feed the 

chick. After the superb views of the sea eagle we continued around the northern part of the 

island picking up Red-throated and Black-throated Divers at close range as well as a ringtail Hen 

Harrier that flew almost over the boat as it crossed towards Eaval. Below the northern slopes of 

Eaval we also got some excellent views of a Red Deer swimming across the channel. As it 

reached the bank it strode out with apparent ease, dripping wet on the North Uist side; 

providing us with some excellent photographic opportunities. We drew around the north side of 

Ronay where Nick took the boat into a narrow bay with a Golden Eagle perched just below the 

hill top at the head. As we approached the inner part of the bay we were afforded some 

excellent views of the eagle perched, until it eventually flew off and out of view. Finally as we 

headed back to port a summer plumage Great Northern Diver surfaced right next to the boat 

giving superb views to round off an excellent trip.  
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White-tailed Eagle (Steve Duffield) 

 

 
Black-throated Diver (Steve Duffield) 
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Black Guillemot (Steve Duffield) 

 

 
Golden Eagle (Steve Duffield) 
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Red Deer (Steve Duffield) 

 
Leaving Grimsay we headed down to North Loch Eynort where we had our lunch overlooking the 

sea loch. A walk around the network of paths at Loch Eynort provided more variety for the day 

list with 3 Common Redpolls, Willow Warbler, Goldcrest, Chaffinch and Goldfinch as well as 

more Black Guillemots and Red-breasted Mergansers. Sally also saw a distant White-tailed Eagle 

which a couple of other birders were watching although having had such fantastic views in the 

morning we were not too concerned about. We also heard a Cuckoo calling during our walk 
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call from John Kemp alerted us to a Greenish Warbler that was singing on Eriskay although it 

�Z�����v�[�š���������v���Z�����Œ�����(�}�Œ������couple of hours. After some deliberation we decided to go for it and half 

an hour later we were on this small island looking for it in the limited cover. We spent some 

time listening and searching for the bird in the garden that it had been in, to no avail and 

eventually we had to admit defeat and head home. As we walked past a couple of conifers a 

small warbler was spotted flitting and fly-catching in the trees. Incredibly this was what we had 
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occasionally heard it call before it disappeared up the hill amongst some old ruins. Delighted we 


