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There’s one thing that you can rely on every year and that’s the
weather being unpredictable and it certainly was this spring with plenty
of cold and windy days. The Corncrake and Skuas trip and the
Corncrake and Phalaropes trips both ran (and will be doing so in 2020)
Skuas were in short supply as the wind was from the wrong direction

for much of the month with just the 26th May producing anything like
what we’ve witnessed in the past when 250 Long-tailed Skuas passed
Aird an Runair. Hopefully 2020 will be a better year for experiencing
this stunning spring event!

What we did all see was plenty of Corncrake action with Balranald providing some stunning views as they
paraded for all to see. There are still some active birds as I write this in early July and it appears that they’re
having a decent year with birds calling from a wide number of sites. The Red-necked Phalaropes were back at
their usual site which is always a relief for a species that is on the southern edge of its range.

As usual large numbers of summer plumage waders were seen along
the shore and machair with Dotterel being an annual visitor in early
spring now joined by regular Ruff that turn up in small numbers with
males occasionally seen in display which is a stunning sight. May is
also a time when almost anything could happen and this year we had
a few surprises including a very nice Purple Heron on Barra whilst one
lucky observer managed to photograph the first Bearded Tit for the
Outer Hebrides at Balgarva - an incredible find at this time of year.
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http://www.western-isles-wildlife.com/Templates/corncrake_skuas_tour.html
http://www.western-isles-wildlife.com/Templates/corncrake_phalaropes_tour.html
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In 2020 we shall start this tour in the southern part of the islands to maximise the chances of taking boat trips
to see the petrels on Mousa and the seabirds and cliffs of Noss. This year the wild weather that took the locals
by surprise disrupted our sea excursions although we still had a fabulous time (see 2019’s trip report). We had
excellent views of the seabirds which are pretty much everywhere in Shetland and feature of the islands in
summer. We also has some superb views of Red-throated Diver and Red-necked Phalaropes; plus a good
scattering of migrant birds such as Red-backed Shrike and Marsh Warbler amongst others. It was great to be
back in Shetland after spending 3 years here prior to moving to the Outer Hebs and look forward to returning.

UIST AND BARRA MIGRATION

14th - 20th September 2019
Peak autumn wader migration with
chance of scarce warblers and
Flycatchers. More details are on
the website:
www.western-isles-wildlife.com

● Visit Barra for the day
● Masses of waders
● Good numbers of birds of prey
● Excellent value
● Easy pace
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http://www.western-isles-wildlife.com/shetland_tour.html
http://www.western-isles-wildlife.com/Shetland%202019doc.pdf
http://www.western-isles-wildlife.com/Templates/corncrake_phalaropes_tour.html
http://www.western-isles-wildlife.com/Templates/corncrake_phalaropes_tour.html
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Lancashire long weekend 13th - 17th February: 4 full days  / 4
nights in north-west England. Masses of geese and other wild-
fowl can be found on the Ribble and in Fylde where
thousands of Pink-footed Geese make the area their winter
home. We may also pick up more unusual species amongst
them including White-fronted and Bean Geese. Wintering
raptors include both Marsh and Hen Harrier whilst Merlin are
also a regular sight. Recently up to 3 species of egret have
been found in the north-west region whilst a visit to the reed
beds at Leighton Moss may produce Bittern and Bearded Tit.
This short brake will allow you to catch up with a great array of
species as we take in woodland, reed bed, coastal marshes and
arable fields in what was my home county.

The Seabirds and CetaceanTour 27th June - 4th July: This 7
day trip is based in the northern islands in the main chain
making up the Outer Hebrides and we will spend 3 days in
Harris where we will visit the Shiants (weather permitting)
before moving up to Lewis where we’ll spend time searching for
whales and dolphins from both the land and at sea on a short
boat trip. Risso’s Dolphin are resident off Lewis whilst many
other species are possible with some luck including Minke
Whale and even Orca. If the weather is calm enough we’ll also
land on the Shiants where thousands of seabirds make their
home including good numbers of Puffins and Razorbills. We’ll
also see good numbers of birds of prey including both Golden
and White-tailed Eagles.
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● Chance to compare moorland and machair flowering plants
● Masses of orchids
● Introduction to specialisations of certain flowering plants
● Full species list with identification features for similar species
● Easy pace plenty of chance for photography
● £20 per person per day

3 Day Course on Flowering Plants 8th - 10th July

mailto:steveduffield70@gmail.com
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Morocco 7th - 18th March: From the Atlantic coast to the
Sahara Desert and the Atlas Mountains this trip takes in
some of the best sites in southern Morocco. Using a local
driver and 4-wheel vehicle with guide in the desert region of
Erg Chebbi we’ll be able to find an excellent variety of North
African specialities including Egyptian Nightjar, various
sandgrouse, African Desert Warbler, Desert Sparrow,
Pharaoh Eagle Owl and Blue-cheeked Bee-eater amongst
many others. Along the Atlantic coast we should be able to
find Bald Ibis and various waders and gulls whilst inland in
the High Atlas we visit Oukaimeden for Seebhom’s
Wheatear, African Crimson-winged Finch and Levaillant’s
Woodpecker. We’ll be using hotels recommended and used
by local guides whilst here in Morocco.

Cyprus 28th March - 4th April: After the success of the
exploratory tour in March 2019 we’re offering a week long
trip to Southern Cyprus which will be based in Mandria.
Timed to occur during some of the spring’s peak migration
we should encounter an excellent array of eastern
Mediterranean species as well as all 3 Cyprus endemics.
You can expect around 130 - 140 species including Pallid
Harrier, Spur-winged Plover, Cyprus Scops Owl, Cyprus
Warbler, Ruppell’s Warbler, Collared Flycatcher, Masked
Shrike, Cretzchmar’s Bunting amongst many others. You
can guarantee good numbers of migrant birds with the
prospect that almost anything could turn up making a week
in Cyprus at this time of year thoroughly exciting.

Western Isles Wildlife are the only wildlife / birding tour company based in the Outer Hebrides and have been
leading trips since 2007.

For more information on the tours / trip reports and archive of sightings from Outer Hebrides please visit the
website: www.western-isles-wildlife.co.uk

Booking: If you have any enquires or would like to book a tour please contact Steve on:
01876 580619 / 07867 555971 Email: steveduffield70@gmail.com

http://www.western-isles-wildlife.com/morocco_bird_tour_march_2020.html
http://www.western-isles-wildlife.com/cyprus_spring_bird_tour.html
mailto:steveduffield70@gmail.com
http://www.western-isles-wildlife.com/
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